DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

September 13, 2018

Upcoming Events
F-6 Sports Gala Day
Tuesday September 18
End of Term 3 Footy Colours
Friday September 21—2.30pm
F-6 Swimming Program
October 29—November 9
School Picnic
Tuesday December 11
Yr 3/4 Beechworth Camp
November 12-14
School Production
Friday December 14
Year 6 Graduation Night
Thursday December 20

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker

We were all so very proud when our
group of teachers and students went
into the city to attend the ‘2018
Resilient Australia Awards.’ Here is
the excerpt on our win from the
website:
‘Schools Award Winner:
Dixons Creek Primary School for their Firestick project

DUE BACK:
Special Lunch 0rders
SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

2019
Term 1: 29 January (school
teachers start) to 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April to 28 June
Term 3: 15 July to 20
September
Term 4: 7 October to 20
December

In 2016, two parents of the school attended the
National Indigenous fire workshop in Cape York, QLD.
They had been working with Wurundjeri elders and
decided to find out more about indigenous burning.
This seeded a project of engaging with the school
in order to help the local community deal with fire
again. The challenge identified that if the agencies
were putting fire back into the landscape that the
community would need preparation because of the
amount of loss. What better way to engage the
local community than through a program run at
the local school?
Dixons Creek does not have shops or a township as
such, so the school is a place where locals meet
everyday whilst dropping their children to school.
The school students, their parents, siblings,
teachers and local Wurundjeri people and an
Indigenous fire specialist from Queensland were
involved in the project.
The school community were educated on
indigenous land management methods, good and
bad fire impacts, and how we can heal community
and land through the use of traditional indigenous
burning methods. Once our community was
aware, the children were able to teach other
children and spread the knowledge far and wide.
During the project, students in grades 3-6 had the
opportunity to go out with local Aboriginal elders
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to learn about the impacts of fire on flora and fauna.
Fire has been used to manage the landscape for
thousands of years and students interpreted what they
learnt into words and pictures.’
A huge thank you to Brett Ellis for engaging the school
in the project; to Jennie Schoof for her support from
the Shire; to Kylie Schabel for coordinating all events
and writing the grant submission; to the children for
participating with such enthusiasm and passion and to
everyone else—parents, staff and dignitaries for your
assistance. Most all thank you to our Wurundjeri elders
for teaching this next generation to care for our land.

DCPS

Page 2

Holidays are a great time to get your child reading for relaxation.

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

Most children are pleased to have a break from the rigours of school work
over the holidays, but many will not open a book again until the beginning
of the next school term. Not only does this make it difficult to get back into
the swing of study when the time arises, it also means a valuable opportunity is missed.
And that is the opportunity to discover the joy of reading for pleasure.
Reading for pleasure is a wonderful way for your child to escape and unwind. It's also a great way to keep their brain active.
Studies have shown that children who stop reading over the school holidays experience something American researchers call the "summer
slide" - a term used to refer to students' learning losses over the summer
break.
Researchers used the analogy of a 'tap' to provide some insight into their
findings, saying that while children are at school there is a flow of information, and all children have the same opportunities to learn.
When they are not at school however, that 'tap' is turned off, unless there
is some active engagement with books or other resources. Children
whose 'tap' stays on throughout the holidays return to school with an advantage over those whose 'tap' may have been turned off for the past two
weeks, or months with the summer break.
Over time, that advantage accumulates, and becomes a reason why
some children are more successful at school than others.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!

Success aside, there is a world of enjoyment waiting to be discovered
inside the pages of picture books and novels. Books are perfect for the
sofa, the back lawn and the beach – all the places your child is most likely to be lounging these school holidays.
The Department has even compiled book lists for children of different ages – making it easy to find something for your pre-schooler, Preppy, eight
-year-old or teenager.
The book lists, which are refreshed every year by reading experts to include popular new releases, form part of the Premiers' Reading Challenge – an annual event that inspires young people of all ages to read
more books.
So while their textbooks may be closed for the holidays, their brains certainly shouldn't be. Make sure your children have a ready supply of books
that appeal to their age and interests these school holidays, and help
them discover the joy of reading for fun.

To download a copy of the Premiers' Reading Challenge booklists, visit:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/booklist.aspx
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Unfortunately we are not able to offer Family Day Care for the rest of this term. Ena, our educator, is
unavailable and we have not been able to find a replacement. We apologise for the short notice, and for
the inconvenience this causes.
In emergency situations, families who have used this service regularly, and need care for their children,
can contact the principal for advice.

ARTROOM NEWS

Our school production is scheduled for Friday December 14. Amanda Hull will be coordinating props with Eva
Vaserfal.
We know there are many talented people in our school community so if you would like to help with making
jungle trees/foliage, painting a backdrop, painting scene boards or anything else artistic, please see Amanda or
Eva. Some of the work will be done each Monday afternoon from 2.30-3.30pm in the Art Room.
The children will receive their costume list in the last week of school so that you can begin to plan your child’s
costume.
The production team would love some new members so catch Emma Moore, Vera Deefholts, Kristine Crunden
or Elysha Kendall for more information on meeting times.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2

Where did this term go? I cannot believe we only have 2 weeks left of Term 3. F-2 have been brilliantly
working on their Information Reports about their chosen planets. We will be presenting these at assembly
this Friday (14th September 2018). Students have been learning how to research information, write the
specific facts about this information and turn this fact into a draft and final piece of writing. These final
pieces will be presented in a poster format at assembly.
We have also been lucky enough to have Katie Rhodes (student teacher) for the past week and a bit. Katie’s
last day will be this Friday, but she will be back to help out at the Sports Gala Day on the 18th September
and she has also offered to help out with the production. Thank you Katie and we also wish you all the best
with your studies.
Students have been learning about subtraction, place-value, time and addition in mathematics over the
past few weeks.
Gymnastics at Toolangi on Thursday 13th September. Buses will pick students up at 12.15pm and return at
1.30pm. Please if you have not already, return your permission forms for Gymnastics and Sports Gala Day.
Thank you.
Hope you have been able to enjoy some of this beautiful sunshine!

MISS BAWDEN 3/4
Friday the 3/4 class jumped on the bus and headed to Upper Yarra Secondary College for a day of Tabloid Sports. We
were lucky enough to bring Abby and Tully along for the day as well to help us make up teams. The two girls
thoroughly enjoyed the day and proved to be strong and energetic team mates. Surrounded by many of the primary
schools in the Yarra Valley, we enjoyed a day full of challenge, laughs and light hearted competition. If you were
lucky enough to be online at the time, you may have seen some live videos on our school Facebook page. Following
a rotation around the oval, students enjoyed a range of activities that challenged their physical strength, strategic
thinking and team work. Students particularly enjoyed the whole group competitions in the middle of the oval. In
teams of 8, we played Tunnel Ball, Captain Ball and Corner Spry. We were particular good at tunnel ball and both of
our teams made the finals. The F-4’s also had great fun with Ryan last Thursday for gymnastics. Not only was it great
fun but also a great physical challenge for everyone. The students are really looking forward to more gymnastics
with Skye in Toolangi this week.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

What a busy fortnight in the Year 5/6 room. It has been a whirlwind of sports events,
State Schools Spectacular practice, core curriculum work and the great excursion to
the NGV and ACMI.
We wish all the SSS children a great three days as they spend two days rehearsing in
at Hi Sense Arena and then the shows on Saturday. It has been a lot of work for all of
us but thoroughly enjoyable and how wonderful is it that a very small rural school can
participate in such an iconic event. Thank you to all the parents who have helped and
will help in the coming days. A huge thank you to Mrs Schabel—we love you!
The excursion to the NGV was insightful and very interesting. Our guide made the visit
a pleasure as we all learnt about the effects of colonization on the peoples of the Kulin
nation. Everyone enjoyed seeing such iconic Australian paintings. The visit to ACMI
was so much fun also.
We have also been out mulching the garden beds. It is great to see the gardens looking
better with no weeds and tidy borders.

SPECIAL LUNCH ORDERS

Everyone must have their Special Lunch orders in by tomorrow—Friday September 13 as Mrs
Walker needs to order the food. The lunch will consist of a hot dog in a roll, packet of crisps and a
can of soft drink for Years 3-6 and a fruit juice for Year F-2. Bottled water is also a choice.
The cost of the lunch is $5.00 with additional hot dogs available for $2.00 each, or a felafel and
Asian salad wrap. If we do not have a form returned on Friday we will presume you do not want
your child/children to be involved.
Children can come on the day as their favourite sporting hero, sport uniform or footy colours—
basically anything to do with sport or exercise.
We are asking that every family can send along a donation for the DARGO families wo are drought
affected. These donations will be given to Peter Charlelton to distribute.

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy
our play break.
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 18, November 8 and 22, December 6, (92.30pm)

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Watch out for a Chocolate Drive next term to raise funds for
the Dargo farmers—in support of Peter Charleton’s fundraiser.
jumping-for-joy-about-today-on-channel-9-au_je-hd720p~1.mp4

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my
community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always
important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 SRC Special Event Days
Wear your footy colours—Any Code

September 21

Footy Colours

October 31

Halloween

November 21

Pet Competition

Bring along your pet at 2:30 for the competition—
Smallest, cutest, biggest, hairiest, oldest etc

December 20

Games Day

Bring along your favourite board game and snack
food to share

Gold Coin—Special Lunch—$5.00 due 14/9
Wear a spooky costume for the day
Bring orange food to share for morning tea

