DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

October 25, 2018

Upcoming Events
3-6 Orienteering
Thursday October 25
SRC Halloween Day
Wednesday October 31
F-6 Swimming Program
October 29—November 9
CURRICULUM DAY
Thursday November 16
School Picnic
Tuesday December 18
Yr 3/4 Beechworth Camp
November 12-14
School Production
Friday December 14
Year 6 Graduation Night
Thursday December 20

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2018
BEECHWORTH CAMP

TERM DATES 2018
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

2019
Term 1: 29 January (school
teachers start) to 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April to 28 June
Term 3: 15 July to 20
September
Term 4: 7 October to 20
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker
This term is already flying by and starting
to make me feel particularly anxious.
Congratulations again to Kylie Schabel
for winning a finalist nomination, for the
school, at the National Resilient School
Award ceremony for the ‘Firestick
Project.’ Kylie will travel with students to
Brisbane for the award ceremony on
Thursday December 8. We wish Brett,
Kylie and the children luck. It is a very
exciting time and testament to all the
work Kylie put into the original
submission.
Our Swimming program begins next
week—Monday October 29. All drivers
are organised so please ensure you are
at school by 11am. We do not swim on
November 5 and 6.
SRC have their ‘Halloween Parade’ on
Wednesday October 31. Children are
asked to bring ‘orange’ food to share at
play time.
All arrangements have been made for
the Year 3/4 Beechworth Camp. Final
payments must be made by Friday
November 2. The camp booklet will go
out tomorrow. It should be read with a
parent and the ‘Camp Rules’ page
signed. The booklet must then be
returned to school on Monday, along
with the completed ’medical Form.’
Please be aware that a parent will be
called to take a child home for serious
behavioural incidents.
The School Picnic will now be on
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Tuesday December 18
at the Seville Water
Park. It will be a fun day with sporting
activities, water play and a sausage
sizzle lunch. Further details will be sent
out later.
The Year 6 Graduation dinner is at
Healesville RSL on Thursday December
20. Thank you to Mrs Schabel, Mr Fallon
and their band of parent helpers. The
children will be fundraising to pay for a
photo booth and room decorations.
Watch out for coming planned events!
The school production, ‘Gerald the
Giraffe,’ is on Friday December 14.
Please try to keep this date free as every
child has a part to play in making the
night a success. Families can picnic in
the school grounds from 5.30pm. The
production will begin at 7pm. Mrs Kendall
has asked for any parents who can help
run children through lines, help rehearse
dances or paint props—to please let her
know of the times you are available.
Our principal vacancy will be advertised
soon. Please be aware that School
Council members and staff cannot
discuss the process for confidentiality
reasons. Once School Council have
endorsed the panel’s recommendation,
there will be an announcement of a
‘provisional appointment’ during a two
week ‘appeal time.’ Once this time has
passed, the new principal will be
confirmed.
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Research conducted over many years has shown that children who
have strong connections to their extended family, community and
sporting or interest groups, have a better chance of developing high
self esteem and personal resilience—among other valuable traits.
All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

Children who play sport have great opportunities to learn about :
Winning and losing
Being a cooperative team member
Accepting own, and others, strengths and weaknesses
Personal organisation and discipline
Good sportsmanship
Making goals
Developing resilience
Supporting others
The list could go on. We celebrate two particular sporting achievements this week. Jesse Fuhrmann who was placed 3rd in the state for
BMX riding. A fabulous achievement.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!

We also heard that Matthew Toop and Brody Hull were accepted in to
the Juniour Cobras Basketball team this week.
This school acknowledges the benefit of participation in sport and
community groups. We are proud of our involvement with local sport
and the wide, and varied, opportunities we have been able to give to
children at this school.
We thank Mr. Andrew Devisser for all the work he puts in on behalf of
our small schools to ensure our children have equal opportunity to participate in district and regional events. We also thank both Mr. Rob Fallon and Kylie Schabel for the work they do to assist with ‘Parent
Choice’ events.
Lastly thank you to Kerrie McMurray in the office. She has a big job
ensuring that all notes go out; are received and monies accounted for.
A team effort!

DCPS

Page 3

PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

SRC HALLOWEEN DAY
Get ready to be scared!!! Dress up in your favourite costume ready for the big parade at 9am on the school oval, next
Wednesday. Children can get together to organise a dance, scary poem or anything that will entertain—or not!
At playtime we will all eat together - bring along a plate of orange food to share—orange fruits, orange cake, orange
frosted cupcakes, footy franks, pumpkin scones or pie, jaffas, twisties etc—think creatively! JUST FOR FUN!

NUDE FOOD
Several years ago School Council endorsed a policy of ‘nude food’ for this school:
‘Since 2010, schools across Australia have been joining the revolution established by Nutrition Australia and Nude Food
Movers, to save the planet by reducing encourage Australians to pack nutritious, environmentally friendly
lunch boxes while raising money for healthy school programs.
The ‘nude food movement’ has proven to be an enormous success and is having a positive influence on many thousands
of Australian school. In fact, the movement has been so successful that schools around the world are starting to adopt the
nude food approach to promote healthy eating and rubbish free living.
Nude foods are food items that are free from disposable packaging. So, essentially, kids bring their food to school in their
lunch box … nude! This approach reduces the amount of rubbish in school bins and, ultimately, has a
positive environmental impact on our planet.
Go rubbish-free: Remove all packaging from the lunch box. Use containers or a compartmentalised lunch box to store
various foods instead of cling wrap, Ziploc bags or snacks with commercial packaging.’
https://www.kidspot.com.au/kitchen/articles/nutrition/has-your-school-embraced-the-nude-food-movement-heres-whatto-expect?ref=category_view%2Cnutrition

At the moment we are having issues with rubbish in the school yard. Over the years we worked hard
to get to a point where nearly all children had ‘nude food’ in their lunch boxes. Please have a go and
get the children involved with finding ways to go with ‘nude foods.’

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2
Week 3 already… this term is going to fly!
I hope you are all back into the swing of things and settling into your seats for another busy term! F-2 has started with a
bang! We have been developing our strategies for writing our information reports. Students are starting the process this
week of creating ideas for their ‘Subtasks’ about their Australian Animal. When the Information Reports are finished, I am
going to put them all together to make a booklet for each child, so that they will have a copy of theirs and everyone else’s
Information Report. It will be great to read about the different animals (some that live in our backyards) and to see how
every student created their very own Information Report.
Students will be presenting their Dioramas at Assembly this week!
We have been discussing our comprehension strategies in reading. We have focused on ‘prior knowledge and making
connections.’ Next week we will be focusing on ‘questioning’ and why it is important when reading.
In Numeracy, we were learning about skip counting and number lines. Students were brilliant at skip counting by 2’s, 5’s
and 10’s. Each student made their own number line to represent their chosen number by skip counting. This week we are
discussing statistics and data and will be creating their own bar graphs on the computer. Next week we will be learning
about fractions. Please feel free to discuss with your child about halves and quarters!
Swimming will start next week. Thank you to the parents who have offered their time to help get the children to
swimming!
We are practicing our dance for production on Tuesday/Thursday afternoons and helping Eva on Wednesday afternoons
with our buddies to paint the backdrop. Thank you Eva for your assistance in F-2. If any other parents would like to help
out with painting or helping senior students practice their lines, please see me before or after school. We will work
around you and your availability.
MISS BAWDEN 3/4
Our class has been
enjoying the beginning of
our poetry unit, listening to
poems ranging from
comedic to more emotional
themes. We have also been
learning about how poetic
devices such as alliteration,
onomatopoeia and rhyme
are used to engage readers.

Fly in the Sky

The Park
Swish goes the swing, Ah goes the children

Someday I wish I could fly
I would fly by in the sky

Stomp Goes the Kid

I would swing across clouds

Bark goes the dog

Until it got loud

“We’re going

With thunder everywhere.

now” said

Boom Crash Bash

Mum

What a smash

“NO!”

Then I would fly low
By Grace M

Each week, following our cooking classes, students have brainstormed language
about their vegetable fritters and mini quiche’s to describe the food, using their
5 senses, and then develop them into their own unique poems. Grace and Alisha
have been energetically exploring the use of poetic devices in their poems. We
hope you enjoy a little taste of what’s to come.

To go go go
I would fly by in the sly
Just a little bit high
And say goodbye to the sky
Now I know why I want to fly.
By Alisha M

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

Another busy fortnight has
ensued in the 5/6 room. We
have been studying poetry and
the students have been both
reading and writing a number
of poems. It has been a fun
and interesting exercise.
In Maths we have been looking
at percentages, fractions and
decimals. And whilst we had
many groans at the beginning
of the unit, we now have many
smiling faces. We have also
had some children
representing Dixons Creek PS
at Regional levels for
Basketball, 1500m Running and
Tennis. They are to be congratulated on their level of prowess, sportsmanship and
team ethics. Well done everyone on a great fortnight!
We are also very excited about the National Resilient School Award nomination. Wish
us luck in Brisbane on November 8.

Dixons Dates Term 4
DATE
Monday October 29
Monday October 29 – November 9

Wednesday October 31
Thursday November 8
Mon 12 – Wed 14 November
Thursday November 16
Wednesday November 21
Thursday November 22
Monday November 26
Thursday December 6
Tuesday December 11
Friday December 14
Thursday December 20
Friday December 21

EVENT
School Council meeting – 6pm
Swimming Program (no swim November 5 and 6) – NOTE/MONEY RETURN
SRC Halloween Dress-up – Bring orange food to share
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
Beechworth Camp – Years 3/4 – NOTE/MONEY RETURN
CURRICULUM DAY—SCHOOL CLOSED
SRC Pet Competition
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
School Council meeting – 6pm
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
School Picnic – Seville Water Park
School Production Night – 6.30pm – School oval
Year 6 Graduation Dinner Healesville RSL – MONEY RETURN
SRC Games Day – Bring snack food to share
LAST DAY OF TERM – 1.30PM DISMISSAL

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy
our play break.
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: November 8 and 22, December 6, (9-2.30pm)
Come and join us for our School Production, held on December 14 at DCPS.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
‘Its starting to feel a lot like Christmas……’ YES! And that means time to start filling some
Christmas hampers with Christmas goodies. So…… when out shopping please look for any
bargains that will make this Christmas special. Decorations, festive foods, candles, wine,
board games, plastic tableware, bonbons, Christmas CDs, stocking fillers, chocolates etc
are all popular items.
Goodies can be left in the office with Kerrie.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my
community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always
important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 SRC Special Event Days
Wear a spooky costume for the day

October 31

Halloween

November 21

Pet Competition

Bring along your pet at 2:30 for the competition—
Smallest, cutest, biggest, hairiest, oldest etc

December 20

Games Day

Bring along your favourite board game and snack
food to share

Bring orange food to share for morning tea

