DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

October 11, 2018

Upcoming Events
School Nurse Visit
Monday October 15
Year 7 Band Visit
Tuesday October 16—1pm
2019 Transition
Thursday October 18
Yarra Valley FM 3/4
Thursday October 18
3-6 Orienteering
Thursday October 25
SRC Halloween Day
Wednesday October 31
F-6 Swimming Program
October 29—November 9
CURRICULUM DAY
Thursday November 16
School Picnic
TBA
Yr 3/4 Beechworth Camp
November 12-14
School Production
Friday December 14
Year 6 Graduation Night
Thursday December 20

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2018
BEECHWORTH CAMP
SWIMMING

TERM DATES 2018
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

2019
Term 1: 29 January (school
teachers start) to 5 April *

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker
Welcome back to Term 4!
For families and staff this term is the
busiest and most stressful of all. It is a
long term—11 weeks. By the end we all
stagger to the finish!
Next week School Council begin their
training for the Principal Selection
process. During this term our principal
position will be advertised on
Recruitment Online. The advertisement
will run for two weeks. As part of the
process we will conduct school tours for
potential applicants.
Once the application time is closed, the
panel will meet to read all applications in
order to shortlist for interview. The panel
will consist of the School Council
president, a second School Council
member, a principal from another school,
the Senior Education Improvement
Leader (SEIL) and a teacher from this
school.
Applicants have to address set key
criteria. The panel has a marking guide
to rank all applicants for short listing. A
merit and equity trained person must be
on each panel to ensure that all
applicants are ranked according to the
criteria, and without discrimination based
on age, gender, marital status, religion,
race etc.
All panel members are bound by the
Education Act and must maintain
complete confidentiality at all stages of
the process including once the final

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

recommendation is
made to the Secretary.
This is a fabulous little school and we will
hopefully attract many suitable
applicants.
As I have said before, this term will be a
bitter sweet one for me. I am looking
forward to looking after my parents;
spending time with my grandchildren;
outings with very special friends and
travelling the world—all without feeling
guilty about missing school. On so many
occasions I have been torn between
family needs and school.
I first came to this school as Acting
Principal in 2002. I gained the
substantive position in 2003. Below are
some photos of this time.
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What is Bullying?
All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

Bullying is when someone is being hurt either by words or actions on purpose, usually
more than once, feels bad because of it, and has a hard time stopping what is happening to them.

Bullying can be:
Physical









Emotional









PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!

hitting
pushing and shoving
fighting
tripping
yelling at someone
making rude gestures
taking or breaking another person’s things

name calling
making fun of someone
laughing at someone
leaving someone out on purpose
starting rumours or telling lies about someone
sending mean messages on a computer or phone
trying to make someone feel bad about who they are

What is Cyberbullying?
Using technology—internet, email, cell phones, social media, pictures—
to hurt or harm someone else.
Includes:







Sending mean text messages
Posting statements online that are unkind or not true
Sending or posting pictures that are not yours to share
Making negative comments online about someone
Agreeing with someone who posts something hurtful

At this school we are proactive about schoolyard bullying and have
several programs that encourage children to develop a sound values
system. We can only present this knowledge to children. They are the
ones who are in control of who they are, and who they will become.
Families also play a vital role in the value system children develop.
Children who see respect, caring, accountability, honesty, integrity etc.
in their home and community, will most likely adopt this way of being.
Schoolyard bullying is an issue we all need to be vigilant about. Many
children will not tell of issues until they become so big it causes distress and anxiety. Please make us aware of any problems so they can
be dealt with quickly.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

SRC HALLOWEEN DAY
Get ready to be scared!!! Dress up in your favourite costume ready for the big parade at 9am on the school oval. Children can get together to organise a dance, scary poem or anything that will entertain—or not!
At playtime we will all eat together - bring along a plate of orange food to share—orange fruits, orange cake, orange
frosted cupcakes, footy franks, pumpkin scones or pie, jaffas, twisties etc—think creatively! JUST FOR FUN!

ARTROOM NEWS
It's a great pleasure to leave this amazing artwork behind at school this year to commemorate the class of
2018. The year 6 students were inspired by the artwork of Keith Haring when designing their contribution to
the mural. The vibrant colours and movement lines bring life to the project and are a great representation of
the children in this year level. There is even a dog represent our furry friends and as a token of appreciation
for all the years that Mrs Walker has lead our school.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2
Welcome back to Term 4. I hope you all had a nice and relaxing break. It is so wonderful to have some sunshine return… on
that, please remember school hats for term 4! I loved arriving at school on Monday to see some Australian Animal Projects
being brought in. They look fantastic! Please remember the projects are due next week. If you are not sure what this
project is about, please make sure you check your child’s school bag as I sent the notice home last term.
Students will need to research some interesting facts on their animal, such as where they live, what they eat, what they look
like, how many there are etc… They will need to stick this information onto the sides of their diorama so that they can read
them when presenting during their oral presentation. Foundation will only need 3 – 4 simple facts, grade 1/2’s will need to
find 5 -6 simple facts. In class, students will use this information they have found to write their information report on their
chosen animal. This will be an assessed piece of work and will go towards their final report at the end of the year. Students
have 3 weeks to work on these dioramas before they are due for presentation/display in our classroom. Their due date
will be Week 2 in Term 4, Monday 15th October 2018.
Students will be focusing on Information Reports for the first six weeks of term and then Narratives for the remainder of
the term. We will also be incorporating our Writer’s Notebook, two lessons per week this term. We will be focusing on
Grammar and Punctuation during morning literacy groups, focusing on handwriting by incorporating our letter formation,
recognition and sounds, and spelling. Reading will consist of our reading goals during independent and partner share
reading, Guided reading groups, learning about the difference of fiction and non-fiction (link with our Information Reports
and Narrative Writing) and focusing on our weekly reading strategies.
In Numeracy, students have started to concentrate their understanding of number lines, counting forwards, backwards,
skip counting, counting on from any given number, creating number lines. We will also be learning about Fractions, Money
and Finances, Statistics and Data, Addition and Subtraction, Skip Counting by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s, patterns and Measurement
(Area).
MISS BAWDEN 3/4

In 3/4 we’re looking forward to an action packed end to the year! Students will be partaking in a range of
activities that will broaden their thinking, challenge their skills and extend their creativity. In the afternoon
sessions we will be covering:


Science - ’Package it Better’ - design packages using appropriate materials



Technologies - Coding on CS First and Scratch and making films



Cooking - Roles are reversed and students become the teachers for these sessions



Respectful Relationships - Understanding Emotions, Developing Friendships and Resolving Conflicts



Integrated Inquiry - Looking at who’s in our community and what they mean to us

We’re also looking forward to presenting our last show on Yarra Valley FM next Thursday as well as preparing
for our camp in Beechworth in November.
In Literacy, our first unit is all about Poetry. Students will collect and explore a broad range of poems before
creating an anthology of their own. Following this, we will be developing narratives: telling stories through
written, spoken and visual means. Students will continue to learn about how the ‘6 + 1 Traits of Writing’ can
help them to take their writing to the next level, and conference regularly to set personal goals.
In Maths students will be taking part in a lot of hands on tasks throughout the school, covering the following
topics: Time, Fractions and Decimals, Money, Chance, Data, Pattern and Mapping. They will also be continuing
to strengthen their Number and Problems Solving skills and develop their timetables with weekly challenges.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6
As you are aware, we are now in our final term of the year and as usual, we are involved in many activities
both here and away from school. The rest of this eleven-week term will fly by, so we thought we would put
together a brief note on what we have in store.
During the term we will have Divisional Athletics, Summer sports, a Halloween dress-up day, Bring your Pet,
School Picnic, Graduation, Orientation, the Production, Buddies and much more to entertain us.
The curriculum we cover for the rest of term includes Poetry and Procedural writing as well learning to Read
and comprehend Poetry and Current Affairs information. In Maths we will be covering Word Problems,
Money, Measurement and Chance. The Inquiry topic this term covers Economics and Business, which,
addresses why is it important to use economic and financial information to make decisions. We will also be
studying Respectful Relationships, Visual Arts, and of course PE and Japanese.
The production rehearsals will take place over the coming weeks, with the students learning lines and
choreography. We are very must looking forward to lots of fun rehearsal time. The students will also be
coming to parents for help with their costumes, and have already started to work on ideas for making creative
pieces to wear.
For the Year 6 students, they will be organising and coordinating their graduation ceremony which will take
place on Thursday December 20th at the Healesville RSL. This is a very exciting event and time for these
students. It is their last eleven weeks of primary school and they will value the time together.
For the Year 5 students, it is time to start thinking about leadership roles, and we will be working with the
students to prepare their School Captain speeches and Leadership role applications.
If you have any ideas, queries or something to share with the class, please do not hesitate to drop by for a
chat with either of us.

Dixons Dates Term 4
DATE
Thursday October 11
Monday October 15
Tuesday October 16
Thursday October 18
Tuesday October 23
Thursday October 25
Monday October 29
Monday October 29 – November 9

Wednesday October 31
Thursday November 8
Mon 12 – Wed 14 November
Thursday November 16
Wednesday November 21
Thursday November 22
Monday November 26
Thursday December 6
Tuesday December 11
Friday December 14
Thursday December 20
Friday December 21

EVENT
Division Athletics – Selected students
School Council Training – Principal Selection
School Nurse Visit – F-2
Year 7 band Visit 1pm
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
Yarra Valley FM – Year 3/4
Summer Sports Division day – Selected students
Year 3-6 Orienteering Excursion – NOTE/MONEY RETURN
School Council meeting – 6pm
Swimming Program (no swim November 5 and 6) – NOTE/MONEY RETURN
SRC Halloween Dress-up – Bring orange food to share
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
Beechworth Camp – Years 3/4 – NOTE/MONEY RETURN
CURRICULUM DAY—SCHOOL CLOSED
SRC Pet Competition
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
School Council meeting – 6pm
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
School Picnic – Seville Water Park
School Production Night – 6.30pm – School oval
Year 6 Graduation Dinner Healesville RSL – MONEY RETURN
SRC Games Day – Bring snack food to share
LAST DAY OF TERM – 1.30PM DISMISSAL

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy
our play break.
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 18, November 8 and 22, December 6, (92.30pm)

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Watch out for a Chocolate Drive this term to raise funds for the
Dargo farmers—in support of Peter Charleton’s fundraiser.
jumping-for-joy-about-today-on-channel-9-au_je-hd720p~1.mp4

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my
community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always
important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 SRC Special Event Days
Wear a spooky costume for the day

October 31

Halloween

November 21

Pet Competition

Bring along your pet at 2:30 for the competition—
Smallest, cutest, biggest, hairiest, oldest etc

December 20

Games Day

Bring along your favourite board game and snack
food to share

Bring orange food to share for morning tea

