DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

November 8, 2018

Upcoming Events
F-6 Swimming Program
October 29—November 9
Pre-school Transition Session
Thursday November 8
Yr 3/4 Beechworth Camp
November 12-14
CURRICULUM DAY
Thursday November 16
SRC Pet Parade
November 21 at 2.30pm
School Council Meeting
November 26 at 6pm
School Production
Friday December 14
School Picnic
Tuesday December 18
Year 6 Graduation Night
Thursday December 20

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2018
BEECHWORTH CAMP

TERM DATES 2018
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

2019
Term 1: 29 January (school
teachers start) to 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April to 28 June
Term 3: 15 July to 20
September
Term 4: 7 October to 20
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker
As the Year 6 children get ready to
graduate from primary school we have
all begun looking back to their early
years. Sharing memories of the children
is fun for us as staff, and fun for the
children also. Yesterday there was great
hilarity in the Year 5/6 room as the Year
6 children looked at photos from the
‘admin’ computer.
Mrs Schabel and Mr Fallon are
conducting a ‘graduation’ cake stall and
sausage sizzle on election day here at
school—Saturday November 24. A note
went out this week to ask for donations
of cakes or slices. All donations, except
those with cream, can be dropped off
during the week at school. Cream cakes
should be brought on the day. Cakes
should be on a disposable plate or tray
with a list of ingredients. Some people
just place a print out of the recipe with
the item.
It is important for the children to see that
we all support their graduation dinner
and are willing to help. Monies raised will
pay for the photo booth and table
decorations—hopefully to cover 2018
and 2019.
We would love some help to conduct the
BBQ and sell cakes on the day. Please
see the teachers or Kerrie in the office to
help.
I will be taking the last of my long service
leave from Monday November 19 to
December 7. In this time Mrs Schabel
will be Acting Principal as part of our
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PEER PRESSURE
Most kids want to be part of a group and to feel like they belong. Your peer group is the group of
friends (usually around your own age) that you belong to. They can give great support, fun and

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

friendship, introduce you to new ideas and be an important influence on your life.
What is peer pressure?
Peer pressure is the feeling you have when you want to be part of whatever your group is doing.
Sometimes, it’s a feeling that if you don’t do what the group is doing you won’t have a place in it
anymore.
Peer pressure can be a good thing. It might inspire you to try new and exciting things that you
might not have thought of by yourself. But sometimes it can make you feel pressured to do things
that are against you or your family’s values and this can be very stressful.

Standing up to peer pressure
It’s not always easy to stand up to peer pressure and to stick with what you believe is
right when the people around you are pushing you towards a different choice. Here are
some of the things that can help:
Know yourself – if you know yourself well and understand what feels right to you and

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!

what is important to you, it can be easier to decide whether you want to do something
or not. Take the time to write a list of the things that you value and the things that are
important to you.
Think ahead – if you know that you are going to be in a situation where friends might
push you to do things you don’t feel comfortable doing, plan out what you are going to
say and do before you even get there. This can be easier than having to think on the
spot about what to say. It might even mean that you make an excuse not to go if you
think its going to be too hard to say no- “Sorry but my Mum is making me go to my
Grandma’s house, I’m not allowed to go!”
Practice assertive behaviour – this is when you are really clear about what is OK for you
and you tell people exactly what you are thinking and feeling. Sometimes it can be useful to have a practice run of what you are going to say with a trusted adult or an older
kid before you do it for real
Stand tall – standing up to peer pressure (and helping people understand that you
mean what you say) is easier if you stand confidently. Stand tall with your feet slightly
apart, hold your head high and look the person in the eye. Often times, the way that
you say something can have more impact than the words you are saying!
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

SRC PET PARADE
The November SRC Special Event day is the ‘Pet Parade.’ You must fill in the category form and attach $2 for each
category your pet is nominated for. The categories are: Smallest, Biggest, Youngest, Oldest, Best Dressed, Cutest,
Most Unique and Friendliest. You can bring multiple pets and enter multiple categories. All dogs must be on a lead
and safe around children.
SRC children will be the judges in categories they are not nominated for. The prizes for each category are the total
of entry fees for that category. There will be only one prize placing however it may be shared if votes are tied.

NUDE FOOD
Several years ago School Council endorsed a policy of ‘nude food’ for this school:
‘Since 2010, schools across Australia have been joining the revolution established by Nutrition Australia and Nude Food
Movers, to save the planet by reducing encourage Australians to pack nutritious, environmentally friendly
lunch boxes while raising money for healthy school programs.
The ‘nude food movement’ has proven to be an enormous success and is having a positive influence on many thousands
of Australian school. In fact, the movement has been so successful that schools around the world are starting to adopt the
nude food approach to promote healthy eating and rubbish free living.
Nude foods are food items that are free from disposable packaging. So, essentially, kids bring their food to school in their
lunch box … nude! This approach reduces the amount of rubbish in school bins and, ultimately, has a
positive environmental impact on our planet.
Go rubbish-free: Remove all packaging from the lunch box. Use containers or a compartmentalised lunch box to store
various foods instead of cling wrap, Ziploc bags or snacks with commercial packaging.’
https://www.kidspot.com.au/kitchen/articles/nutrition/has-your-school-embraced-the-nude-food-movement-heres-whatto-expect?ref=category_view%2Cnutrition

At the moment we are having issues with rubbish in the school yard. Over the years we worked hard
to get to a point where nearly all children had ‘nude food’ in their lunch boxes. Please have a go and
get the children involved with finding ways to go with ‘nude foods.’

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2

What a busy fortnight! Our class has gone to the Healesville Jack Hort swimming pool each day to attend
swimming lessons. We are learning how to swim and how to stay safe in the water. We want to thank all
the drivers who have made this program possible: Eva, Shane, Sue, Shannon, Jenn, James, Mrs Kendall
and Mrs Walker.
Last week we enjoyed a ‘coding’ lesson where we had to create our own tracks and then create a code
that made the trucks move through to track to get to the x.
Today we are enjoying the Pre-school to Foundation Transition session.

MISS BAWDEN 3/4

We are all set for the Beechworth Camp. Everyone is excited as our lead up activities included a ‘show and tell’
session by Mrs Walker where we saw lots of great photos of past camps. Mrs Walker warned us to be careful
about spending too much money on souvenirs in Glenrowan – our first stop. There are great souvenir shops
there and many tempting goodies. We can spend money in Glenrowan, at Beechworth Honey, Bilson’s Cordial
Factory and the Beechworth Old Fashioned Lolly Shop.
Mrs Walker also warned us to make sure we have suitable walking shoes for the 8km walk in the gorge on
Monday afternoon. She told us her story of walking in Moscow with new shoes—a disaster after her luggage
went missing for three days.
Miss Bawden and Mrs Kendall went through all the safety precautions on camp. The main risk is the stairs at
the Old Priory. We must go up and down slowly and never push past anyone. On the walk we have to keep
between the leader and the ‘whip’ at the end.
We all need to bring back our camp booklets please—we only have half returned!
The bus leaves school at 9am sharp on Monday so remember to bring playlunch, lunch, water and sunscreen
for the day. All children must wear their broad brimmed school hat on camp.
Miss Bawden is on leave for the next two days so we have Mr. Deards teaching us. Pop in and say hello!

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

Hello from the 5/6 room. We are busy planning some wonderful end of year events at
the moment. We are engrossed in learning lines and accents for our end of year
production; planning our fund raising events for Graduation and talking about ‘Pet
Parade Day,’ which is on Wednesday November 21. There are 8 categories to enter:
smallest, biggest, youngest, oldest,
cutest, best dressed, friendliest
and most unique
In the past fortnight we had
Halloween dress-up day which was
an absolute blast. Thank you to all
our families for the ‘orange’ feast!
In Maths we are revising some of
the more complex concepts, and in
Reading we are having fun with mini
book clubs.
As the end of the year draws
closer, we are just having fun being
together as a team, as our time
together will soon come to an end.

Dixons Dates Term 4
DATE
Monday October 29 – November 9

Thursday November 8
Mon 12 – Wed 14 November
Thursday November 16
Wednesday November 21
Thursday November 22
Monday November 26
Thursday December 6
Tuesday December 11
Friday December 14
Thursday December 20
Friday December 21

EVENT
Swimming Program (no swim November 5 and 6) – NOTE/MONEY RETURN
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
Beechworth Camp – Years 3/4 – NOTE/MONEY RETURN
CURRICULUM DAY—SCHOOL CLOSED
SRC Pet Competition
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
School Council meeting – 6pm
Pre-school to Foundation Transition Session – 9-11.30am
School Picnic – Seville Water Park
School Production Night – 6.30pm – School oval
Year 6 Graduation Dinner Healesville RSL – MONEY RETURN
SRC Games Day – Bring snack food to share
LAST DAY OF TERM – 1.30PM DISMISSAL

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy
our play break.
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: November 22, December 6, (9-2.30pm)
Come and join us for our School Production, held on December 14 at DCPS.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
‘Its starting to feel a lot like Christmas……’ YES! And that means time to start filling some
Christmas hampers with Christmas goodies. So…… when out shopping please look for any
bargains that will make this Christmas special. Decorations, festive foods, candles, wine,
board games, plastic tableware, bonbons, Christmas CDs, stocking fillers, chocolates etc
are all popular items.
Goodies can be left in the office with Kerrie.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my
community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always
important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 SRC Special Event Days
November 21

Pet Competition

Bring along your pet at 2:30 for the competition—
Smallest, cutest, biggest, hairiest, oldest etc

December 20

Games Day

Bring along your favourite board game and snack
food to share

SRC PET PARADE ENTRY FORM
Name ……………………………………………………………… DATE:

(Enter by NOV 16/11/18)

I wish to nominate my pet………………………………………………..(name of pet and type of animal) for the
following categories
Category
Smallest
Biggest
Cutest
Oldest
Youngest
Best Dressed

I have paid $2 per category

Most Unique
Friendliest

The Parade will start at 2.30pm on Wednesday November 21. Winners take all category prize
money.

