DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

November 30, 2017

Upcoming Events
WED DEC 6
Foundation 2018 Session
THURS DECEMBER 14
Year 6 Graduation
TUES DECEMBER 19
School Picnic
THURS DECEMBER 21
Family Carols Night
FRI DECEMBER 22
Early dismissal 1.30pm
DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2017

2017 TERM DATES
Term 4: 9 October to 22
December

2018 TERM DATES

Term 1: 29 January
(school teachers start)
to 29 March
(Thursday) *
Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
A huge congratulations to Tarni Ralis, Hala
Knight, Xavier Gabel, Riley Ellis, Matty Toop,
Brody Hull and Owen Calder for their top
seven placements in their orienteering
events at the Victorian Championships on
Friday November 17. I have had so much
great feedback around the children’s
excellent behaviour on the day. They all
showed outstanding sportsmanship, respect
for others and a willingness to use their
energy to obtain personal best results.
Individual results can be found on the school
website under ‘Recent News.’
Thank you to Kylie Schabel, Amanda Hull,
Andrew Devisser and Rick Maffescioni for
taking our Year 5/6 students on camp this
year. The Karoonda Camp is highly
challenging for children as they try new
activities and experience stepping out of their
comfort zones. Activities included white
water rafting, orienteering, abseiling, zip
lining, horse riding, initiatives course and low
ropes course. Everyone raved about the
three course menu each night! We also saw
some very tired children and teachers.

Our Graduate Teacher
selection panel is
interviewing this week for our advertised
position. We hope to know by the end of the
week who is the successful applicant and
can then announce a provisional
appointment.
We have decided to have our Integrated Unit
celebration in conjunction with Family Carols
night this year. There will be a book launch,
and family picnic time from 5pm and the
classrooms will be open for parents and
children to come and see what children have
learnt in their current units of work from 6pm.
The carols concert will start at 7pm.
Staff have discussed the School Picnic as
Andrew Devisser is keen to have a sporting
picnic at the Yarra Centre in Yarra Junction,
with a provided BBQ lunch. He is aiming for
this to be free, or at minimal cost to families.

As we move into the busiest month of the
year it is important to remember that many
families come under intense pressure at this
time of year. We often do not know what
challenges face the people around us. Peter
Miss Bawden, and the children, have been
working hard to get ready for the ‘Jump Rope Charleton has reminded us that many
people, especially the elderly in nursing
for Heart’ day on Friday December 15 at
homes, face sadness and loneliness at this
9am. All children took home a fundraising
time of the year. Watch out for a ‘Leader’
booklet recently and were encouraged to
article about how Peter has involved our
raise funds. One family has already raised
children into caring for others.
over $100.00. There are prizes for levels of
monies raised. The children practise from
2.30—3.30 pm each Friday afternoon and
Hayley would love parent helpers to assist
with turning ropes and helping the little
children to skip.

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

Foundation Transition
2017

The Foundation 2018
booklet can be
picked up from the
school office at any
time.
The last Transition
session is on
Wednesday
December 6 from
9am to 1.30pm.
The children will need
play lunch and lunch
as lunch is eaten at
1.20pm.

In March 2014, new legislation was enacted to ensure students with
poor attendance are identified and interventions are implemented with
families. When a child reaches 5 ‘unexplained’ absences in a year, the
principal is required to intervene with a plan to improve that child’s
attendance at school.
If attendance does not improve the school principal must escalate
the case. The amendments to legislation provide a clearer process
for escalating issues of non-attendance.
School Attendance Officers are empowered by ETRA to issue School
Attendance Notices if they have reasonable grounds to believe—
 a child who is enrolled at a registered school has been absent
from the school on at least 5 separate days in the previous 12
months; and
 no reasonable excuse has been given for the absences; and
 measures to improve the student's attendance have been
undertaken in accordance with any guidelines issued by the
Minister and have been unsuccessful; or are considered to be
inappropriate in the circumstances.
School Attendance Officers are empowered by ETRA to issue
Infringement Notices if they have reason to believe a parent has failed
to comply with a School Attendance Notice or School Enrolment
Notice. It is intended that Infringement Notices will only be issued as
a very last resort.
Daily school attendance is important for young people to succeed in
education and to ensure they don’t fall behind both socially and
developmentally. Young people who regularly attend school and
complete Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health
outcomes, better employment outcomes, and higher incomes across
their lives.
School participation is important as it maximises life opportunities for
young people, by providing them with education and support
networks. School helps people to develop important skills, knowledge
and values which set them up for further learning and participation in
their community.
The school places great importance in all students being at school on
time, every day the school is open for instruction.
It is vital that children feel that education is important to their
parents. A day here or there can add up significantly when seen in the
context of the school year. Children with low absence rates have
greater continuity of learning because they do not miss vital
instruction.
When your child is sick and unable to attend school please phone or
write a letter stating the reason. If no explanation is given these days
are recorded as ‘unexplained.’ Late arrivals are also recorded.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SUGGESTION BOX
If you have some great ideas for the school, and are willing to help
achieve them, please leave your suggestions in the box on the office
reception desk. Please write all suggestions on the designated form
available from Kerrie.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care program at school is underway. It is open daily from 7- 9am and 3.30—6.30pm.
Parents must fill in a registration form and give 24 hours notice of attendance for casual bookings. The
program is held in the F-2 building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton 0438 636 207 for any questions about Family Day Care. Families not enrolled in
the Family Day Care program will need a form from the office should you want to use this program.
The program is a success and thank you to those families accessing this care at school.

GATHER AT THE GATE
The CFA have a program called ‘Gather at the Gate’ where they offer to send a presenter to schools to talk
to families about bushfire preparedness. They also offer a professional development program for teachers
to address fire safety, planning, preparation and emergency management roles.
Our session for parents is Monday December 4, from 3.00—4.00 in the school car park. The CFA presenter
will have materials and information to assist families with fire safety, planning and preparation for the
coming summer season.
Our staff will have their session from 4.00—5.00pm on the same day.
Please come and support this great program.

CLASSROOM NEWS
YEARS F-2 MURRAY

After 2 weeks of swimming, here we are back in the
classroom, and it has been a very busy fortnight. All
students in the F-2 class have worked exceptionally
hard on their drama performance and corresponding
project, which was evident by the quality of their final
presentation. The focus for us was expression matched
with movements the character would likely display, and
the students all nailed it!
We also spent a large part of last week looking at floorplans of apartments and houses. Students found out
how to convert units of measure between centimetre
and metres, and got to decorate a house sticking to a
realistic budget.
Some students chose a slide that went from the roof,
around and around and around and around, which finally hit the pool which was over 100 metres long, with
a man made beach attached. Others went for a measured approach, looking at dining furniture and couches.
No matter what they chose each one had character.

YEARS 3/4 BAWDEN:
The 3/4 class had noticed that there was a lot of rubbish in our yard one day. We decided to go and collect it all and
were amazed that we filled four shopping bags with rubbish. This prompted a debate about whether students
should or should not bring wrappers to school, a discussion that challenged all students to analyse their thoughts,
values and behaviours. The arguments were creative and broad, as were their discussion texts. I hope you enjoy
Alex’s writing.
Our students have been working hard to earn their pen licenses as well. I’m so proud of the improvement that I’ve
seen over the last few weeks!

YEARS 5/6 SCHABEL

The past fortnight has seen the 5/6 away at camp in Karoonda Park, Gelantipy. What
an amazing week we had! From a teacher perspective it was a delight to be away
with such an amazing group of young people. They were courteous, brave and caring
of each other. During the week we participated in white water rafting, abseiling, a
group initiatives course, horse riding, night walks, movie watching and zip-lining, to
name but a few. It was such a busy week, that I am sure the children slept well on
their return home. I know I did! Thank you again for allowing your lovely children to
come away for the week.

AWARDS

Congratulations to our
REACH students. It is
great to be able to
celebrate such fantastic
behaviours and values.
Congratulations to the
students who had work
in the recent Lilydale
Show. All children
received ribbons.
Thank you Amanda Hull
for your work in ensuring
our children were
represented at the show.

GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
DATES
The last Working Bee for the year was held on Sunday December 19. It was a beautiful mild day and
a great time to spend making a difference to our little rural school.
A huge thank you to Brendan Mancs, Mitch Bartlett, Christine Crunden, Troy Galt, Sue Smith and
Rick Maffescioni. Alex, James and Aiden all helped too. The oval was blown, lawns cut, edges
trimmed, garden beds weeded and paths swept.
We thank Mark Hull and Robert Burpee for their continual maintenance of the school grounds
throughout the year. Thank you to the families who paid the voluntary $30 Working Bee Levy.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Well it's that time of year again. Due to popular
demand, and because it’s a bit of fun, we will be
having our annual Christmas Raffle this year.
We are asking each family to please donate
something towards the raffle that would help
make everyone’s Christmas a little more special.
Donations can be given to Kerrie in the office at
any time.
A few examples are new: toys, games, books,
chocolates, biscuits, CDs, decorations, vouchers,
wine etc; appropriate Christmas foods (nothing
perishable, or out of date, please) to the value of
approximately $10—$15 per family.
We will be drawing the raffle at assembly on the
last day of term. So …… when you are out and
about looking at Christmas goodies please spare a
thought for the Christmas hamper donation.
Thank you for those who have already donated!
Well done.

SCHOOL GAZEBO
At the October School Council meeting it was decided to go ahead with the building of the Parent Club funded
gazebo. The gazebo will provide much needed shelter for parents picking up after school, added playground space
for children and an outdoor classroom space. The project will cost around $15,000 so thank you to the families
and community for supporting all those fundraising events.
We have a school library and classroom kitchen thanks to past fundraising efforts. The gazebo will be fabulous!

Hi Kids!
Thanks for joining your schools Jump Rope for Heart team. Together, we can
have fun and help others. Your school Jump Off day is coming up soon so
get skipping. Simply ask family and friends to help you raise money for a
great cause! Why not try to use the internet to get sponsors. It’s fun! Log on
to jumprope.org.au and follow the directions! All you need to do is Click, Flick
and Skip!

Hi Kids! How are your skipping tricks going?
Can you do double-unders and criss-cross yet? It’s not long until your
Jump Off day, so keep practising.
Have you got any sponsors yet? Why not get Mum and Dad to help you
use the computer to get online sponsors.
It’s easy and it’s fun!! Log on to: jumprope.org.au

Hey Mum and Dad
Our school is participating in the Jump Rope for Heart program.
You can help your child support valuable research into heart disease by registering them online. It’s easy, safe and secure. Jumprope.org.au
Send emails to family and friends asking for sponsorship.

Hey Mum and Dad
Did you know heart disease affects 2 out of every 3 families?
Help your child to have fun and support the Heart Foundation at the same
time. Register our child online and simply press send to all your family
and friends! It’s easy, safe and secure. jumprope.org.au
Send emails to family and friends asking for sponsorship.

CELEBRATING WRITING
Dear Classmate,
Today I am asking you if you should bring wrappers to school or not? The reason why I am asking
you this, is because our class went around the school picking up rubbish. We picked up four bags of
rubbish! Here are some of the reasons that we came up with.
Firstly, bringing wrappers to school is a disgrace for the environment. Where are they going to store
it in a billion years when it doesn’t decompose? No-one wants to live near a dump because there is
bad air and it’s bad for the environment. Also it takes up space like farming land which is bad because it doesn’t break down. The less rubbish we use, the less necessity for the dumps.

Secondly, animals could swallow it and most likely die. For example, we have animals at school and
they might think it’s food and eat it. Also it attracts rodents, snakes and diseases because they could
come into our class room and bite the wires.
Lastly, rubbish will likely go into the ocean and kill animals. It is very damaging because rubbish
could kill animals that we care about. Also it could cover our beaches which makes water look bad
and people may not want to swim which means no tourists, and no money for our beachside towns.
In conclusion, I find it’s so much more important saving marine life then killing them so I think you
should not bring wrappers to school. What do you think?
Yours sincerely,

Alex Maffescioni

