DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

May 4, 2017

Upcoming Events
CAR PARKING
Sunday May 7—Hull, Gabel,
Oakley, Cross, Murray
NAPLAN TESTING YRS 3 AND
5
May 9-11
FIRESTICK EXCURSION
Wednesday May 17
STATE SCHOOLS
SPECTACULAR REHEARSAL
Monday May 22
FOUNDATION TRANSITION
Wednesdsay May 24
F-2 PHOTO TRAIL
Wednesdsay May 24

CURRICULUM DAY
Friday May 26
CROSS COUNTRY
Friday May 26
YARRA VALLEY FM
Wednesday May 31
YR 3-6 AUSSIE SPORTS
Friday June 2

CAR PARKING
Sunday June 4

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2017

2017 TERM DATES
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June
Term 3: 17 July to 22
September
Term 4: 9 October to 22
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
There have been some important
changes to ‘Dixons Dates’ due to
clashes with competing events. The
Curriculum Day has been changed to
Friday May 26. The previous date
clashed with a State Schools
Spectacular rehearsal day. This new
date now coincides with the Year 3-6
Cross Country event. As this event is a
‘Parent Choice’ activity we can still have
parents take their children to the Cross
Country however, as with all ‘Parent
Choice’ events, parents or drivers will
need to stay and supervise their
children.
Hayley Bawden is taking approved long
service leave from June 6 until August
28. She will then act as principal for my
long service leave from August 28 until
October 8. Two weeks of this role occurs
during the school holidays. Hayley will
resume teaching in her classroom on
October 9, the first day of Term 4. Mr.
Rob Fallon will teach in the Year 3/4
room from June 5 until September 22,
2017. We thank Rob as the children are
familiar with his teaching style and
enjoyed their time with him during Term
1.
This school supports the ‘nude food’
philosophy. Please do not send
packaged food to school. Children must
have fruit or vegetables for the two ‘brain
food’ breaks. We are extremely
concerned about the amount of highly
processed, packaged sugary/salty foods
in children’s lunch boxes. All food should

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

be unprocessed fresh
food where possible.
Children’s bodies are especially
sensitive to sugar, salt and
preservatives. We choose to live in the
Yarra Valley because it is a healthy
environment yet we see some children
with daily lunchboxes packed with foods
that children should eat only
occasionally. It is hard for children to
concentrate when their systems are
metabolising such foods all day.
At this time of year student absence and
lateness can become a problem at
school. Children who are late miss that
settling in period and are highly
embarrassed about walking in when the
others are settled. Please ensure
children get to school by 8.50am so they
can change reading books and prepare
for the day. ‘It is not okay to be away!’
Research shows that children with high
absence rates achieve lower results than
their peers who attend school daily. This
is common sense. As parents we have a
duty to give our children the best chance
possible in the few years they receive
formal education. Allowing children to
stay home when they are not ill sets up
lifelong patterns of avoidance and
perhaps apathy. The department
mandates that we follow up unexplained
absences.
Once again thank you to everyone who
has helped around the school this
fortnight. Bless you!
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Reading is
Fundamental
to School
Success
If you think
about it, almost
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THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME READING
Reading is a lifelong skill that impacts greatly upon a persons ability to function in an
ever increasingly complex world. Our proficiency in reading impacts our self esteem and
self concept at a very early age. Children in Foundation become aware quickly of who
reads well and who does not. There are many factors that affect reading acquisition and
the amount of home reading a child does is one of the critical factors. No matter what
reading age a child has, there are books they can read. It is vital that children read
books, at their instructional level, every night. Those children who do read at home just
get better and better whilst those who do not, fall further behind. Listening to our
young children read is a purposeful and powerful way to advance their reading skills.
Here are more reasons to become involved at home:

our entire

1. Kids who read often and widely get better at it

education

This is pretty much just common sense. After all, practice makes perfect in almost eve-

system is based

rything we humans do and reading is no different from anything else.

on our children’s
ability to
understand,

2. Reading exercises our brains
Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain than, say, watching TV is.

interpret and

Reading strengthens brain connections and actually builds new connections

analyse written

3. Reading improves concentration

texts.

Children have to sit still and quietly so they can focus on the story when they’re reading. If they read regularly, they develop the ability to do this for longer periods

Foundation Transition
2017

4. Reading teaches children about the world around them
Through reading, children learn about people, places and events outside their own ex-

Wednesdays:

perience. They are exposed to ways of life, ideas and beliefs about the world which may

May 24

be different from those which surround them. This learning is important for its own

June 16

sake however it also builds a store of background knowledge which helps younger chil-

July 26

dren learn to read confidently and well.

August 30
September 6
September 13
October 11
October 25
November 22

5. Reading improves a child’s vocabulary and leads to more highly-developed language skills
This is because children learn new words as they read but also because they unconsciously absorb information as they read about things like how to structure sentences
and how to use words and language effectively.
6. Reading develops a child’s imagination

Monday June 5

When we’re engaged in a story, we’re also imagining how the characters are feeling.

Friday June 16

We use our own experiences to imagine how we would feel in the same situation.

Tuesday December 9

7. Children who read do better at school
And they don’t just do better at subjects like reading, English and history. They do
better at all subjects and they do better all the way through school.

http://www.best-books-for-kids.com/benefits-of-reading.html
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SUGGESTION BOX
If you have some great ideas for the school, and are willing to help
achieve them, please leave your suggestions in the box on the office
reception desk. Please write all suggestions on the designated form
available from Kerrie.

STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 2017
The Department of Education conduct three opinion surveys each year: Student Attitudes, Parent Opinion and
Staff opinion. The ‘Student Attitudes to School’ survey has included only Years 5 and 6 previously. For the first
time Year 4 children will be given this survey to complete on May 22.
The surveys are completed at school, then sent to the department for collation. Around August of each year
schools are sent their results. Over 2015 and 2016 we saw a drop in our results in relation to school
connectedness. We have worked to give children a voice and to ensure they feel safe at school.

2017 SCHOOL REVIEW

This year is a review year for the school. Back in 2014 we formulated new goals, and targets, for the
period 2014—2017. These goals are found in a document called the, ‘School Strategic Plan.’ It is now
time to assess our progress against those goals and targets.
The first step in the process is a self evaluation where we analyse what was achieved. Hayley Bawden
has actively sought feedback throughout Term 1 and we are now ready to write the evaluation
document.
Our independent reviewer is Mr Darrell Mullins. He will be conducting the review over two days: July
21 and August 4. The review panel usually consists of: a School Council member, two principals from
other schools, myself and one or two teachers from this school.
Our 2016 Annual Report to the School Community has been written and will be endorsed at our next
School Council meeting. Parents may pick up a copy at the school office or view the report on our
website when it is uploaded in May.

INQUIRY UNITS TERM 2
F/1/2

3/4

5/6

Central Idea

Central Idea

Central Idea

“Communities share a history through
its people and places”

“People commemorate and remember
significant events”

Lines of Inquiry

Lines of Inquiry

“Nations have a history of migration and
have been developed by the contribution
of many cultures.”

Lines of Inquiry
- Significant events, commemoration and
celebrations in Australia and globally
- There are various reasons different people choose to migrate
- Communities have significant people,
- Communities change over time
sites and environmental features
- Varied migrant groups choose to settle
- Contributions by groups and individuals
in Australia
- Historical sites can have spiritual sigto our community
nificance
- Individuals and migrant groups have
influenced Australian culture
- Friends, families and communities
share past events

CLASSROOM NEWS
F-2 MR MURRAY
Wow, what a fortnight the F-2 Class has had! In addition to making exceptional ANZAC Biscuits for the whole
school, the Grade 1 and 2 students have been working hard on the 'Think of Addition' strategy for subtraction.
The students are well on the way to having all of the mental strategies for addition and subtraction, so ask
them to show off their skills at home. The Foundation students have been working equally as hard on modelling practical situations involving addition and subtraction, as well as focusing on knowing numbers from 0-20
in all their different forms.
In Literacy, the Grade 1 and 2's are trying to persuade me that homework is either good or bad, with the possibility of a week off homework, if they manage to convince me. Their writing is coming along really well and
we should have something published up on Seesaw by the end of the week. The Foundations are looking at
their letters, sounds and high frequency words, and I am amazed about how hard they have all worked for the
start of the term.
Inquiry Learning is in full swing. All students are beginning to grasp the concepts 'past, present, and future’,
which will lead perfectly into our topic which is to looking at 'where we are in place and time.
Please ensure all children are reading at home every night. They should be reading books at their ‘instructional
level.’ These are the books numbered from our school book boxes. Don’t forget to fill in the Home Reading Diary too!

YEARS 3 AND 4 MISS BAWDEN
It’s been lovely to be back in the classroom for the last few weeks. I haven’t been the only new face in the room as well,
we’ve welcomed Catherine Pudney to our room and it feels like she’s always been here. We’ve also had Steph Johnstone
completing her third year teaching rounds with us. Thank you to both of you for all that you’ve helped us with. A big welcome to Hala Knight as well. You’ve fitted right in and we look forward to getting to know you better!
We’ve had a busy few weeks, enjoying and excelling at District Sports at Dixons Creek Reserve and setting up for some
exciting learning with our Integrated unit of work on ‘Celebrations and Commemorations’. We’ve also been busy setting
learning goals in Writing and Reading, documenting all of students learning through Seesaw. If you haven’t joined yet,
please do so that you can celebrate your children’s work with me.

YEARS 4 AND 5 MRS SCHABEL

Hello again from the classroom and welcome back to Term 2. It was great
to see everyone’s smiling faces again after the break. We have had another busy fortnight. The highlight being the Athletics Carnival, at which
Dixons Creek brought home the most successful small school trophy, but
also demonstrated what good sports and friendly students we have here at
our school.
We also had Anzac day occur in this past fortnight. The students reflected on leadership during war, and what ANZAC means to them. We had a
school Anzac Day assembly run by the 5/6 class, as well as Millie and
James present the life of Jessie McHardie White at the Yarra Glen Anzac
service on the actual day. We were all super proud of them for being
brave enough to speak so well in front of around 200 people.

GROUNDS
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE DATES
DATES

Lawns
Working
Bee

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Sunday, 29 January
Sunday, 19 March

Sunday, 16 April

Sunday, 16 July

Saturday, 30 September
Sunday, 26 November

Sunday, 19 March

Saturday, 20 May

Sunday, 27 August

Saturday, 28 October

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Again the Parent Club would like to thank everyone for making Term 1 such a successful fund raising time!

The Parent Club have been busy organising some different fundraising ideas for Term 2.

The 5 cent challenge is already underway with one house storming to the lead!

We are also doing an apple drive, The order and payment forms is located in the office, Orders need to be in
Friday 12th May and Apples will be available for pickup in the office Monday 15th May,

Apples are $7 for 2 kg’s of freshly harvested local orchard apples.

The Parent Club have come up with some fantastic ideas to present to the school council at the next meeting, if you have a
ideas please see Tracey Ewan or Tereasa Humphrey.
THANK YOU TO MR MURRAY AND F-2.
Mr Murray and his students wrote to Bunnings and received a $300 voucher to spend on plants and equipment to
beautify the school grounds. Thank you to Karen Cross and Meridie Jackson Smith for purchasing and planting the
plants.

Premier's Reading Challenge Program
Each year we participate in the Premiers Reading Challenge. Children from Foundation to
Year 2 can read, or have read to them, 30 books—20 from the challenge list and 10 free
choice.
Children in year 3-6 must read 15 books, 10 from the challenge list and 5 free choice.
Each year level has books, which range from picture to chapter, with a variety of authors and
categories. Every student who successfully meets the challenge will receive a certificate, and
if permission is given, will have their name printed in The Age newspaper. For more information about the challenge, and lists of books children can read, see Hayley Bawden or Kerrie
McMurray.
We encourage parents to come into the classrooms from 3.15 to read to children or log books
read onto the challenge site.
Visit the Department of Education site DEECD PRC link

CONGRATULATIONS TO STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

281 Main Street, Lilydale, VIC, 3140 Phone: 9735-3999 Fax: 9735-0736
Email: lilydale@stockdaleleggo.com.au Web: www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/lilydale
The Lilydale office of Stockdale & Leggo has been servicing the local area for 30 years and is a family business.
Max and Sharyn own the business and their daughter Di plans to purchase the business from them when they
decide it is time to retire.

We value supporting our local community and part of our growth strategy is active community involvement so
that the community grows.
We do this by being part of the local business network community, sponsoring local community groups such as
Lilydale Junior Football and Auskick, local schools and pony clubs, local riders, events and of course charity work.
For the Dixons Creek Primary School we would like to offer a $300 referral donations to the school for any property that we list and sell that has been referred to us by a member of the Dixons Creek School Community. We
also offer a $100 referral for any rental property that is listed with our office for management.

