DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

May 18, 2017

Upcoming Events

STATE SCHOOLS
SPECTACULAR REHEARSAL:
Monday May 22
FOUNDATION TRANSITION :
Wednesdsay May 24
F-2 PHOTO TRAIL:
Wednesdsay May 24

CURRICULUM DAY:
Friday May 26
CROSS COUNTRY:
Friday May 26
YARRA VALLEY FM:
Wednesday May 31
Monday June 5
YR 3-6 AUSSIE SPORTS:
Friday June 2

CAR PARKING:
Sunday June 4 Evans, Jones
FOUNDATION ART TRANSITION :
Monday June 5
PUBLIC HOLIDAY :
Monday June 12
KINDER VISIT:
Friday June 16
STATE SCHOOLS
SPECTACULAR REHEARSAL:
Monday June 26
TERM 2 END:
Early dismissal at 2.30pm

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
I have had several parents approach me
about concerns they have regarding their
child’s behaviour at home. I am reluctant
to give advice as every family situation is
complex and unique so please take this
information below and discard if not
helpful to you!
Raising children in such a frenetic
complicated world is difficult. Parenting
has always been one of the hardest
things we ever do as adults however it
just gets harder with things like the boom
in technology and financial concerns that
force us all to work longer hours.
At school we have codes of conduct,
values and well defined consequences
for poor behaviour. Our goal is always to
assist children to achieve self discipline
based on the agreed values and rules. I
thought sharing what we do at school
may help at home.
1.

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2017
OHSC ENROLMENT
YEAR 3/4 SOVEREIGN
HILL CAMP
2017 TERM DATES
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June
Term 3: 17 July to 22
September
Term 4: 9 October to 22
December

2.

Agreed rules and values—
families can also formulate these.
Have a meeting to agree to the
house rules and reinforce the
school values by adding some
family ones too. Perhaps
everyone can sign the poster and
hang it in a prominent place.
Agreed consequences for poor
behaviour—compile a set of
consequences and stick to it.
Ensure there are great
consequences for good
behaviour. Remember to praise.

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

3.

No means no!
Children learn
very quickly how far to push the
boundaries. Be consistent. As
parents you must have the
ultimate control.

4.

Set routines—school is
predictable and safe. There is a
timetable and everyone knows it.
Keep routines at home, especially
around meal and bed times. Tired
children are very grumpy and
hard to reason with.

5.

Food—at school we have healthy
food rules. Children should be
eating at set meal times and not
helping themselves to
manufactured snack food
whenever they choose.

6.

Be present and in the moment for
your children. Internet technology
can be a distraction for us all but
use it when the children are
asleep. Ensure that your children
have your full attention and know
you want to interact with them.

7.

Model respectful behaviour— our
children learn how to deal with
frustration, anger, sadness,
distress etc from the significant
adults in their world.

Spending quality family time with our
children is vital for development. It is
hard but so worth it. The rewards are
reaped forever!
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THE IMPORTANCE OF SLEEP
At school, children often tell us that they are tired and cannot concentrate.
This is common on a Monday morning. As parents we all have problems
with children sleeping well at times. We thought the following article may
When kids get the
sleep they need,
they may have a
lower risk of
becoming
overweight and
developing diabetes
as well as fewer
learning problems
and attention issues.
Sleep is as
important as
nutrition and
exercise. It's when
the body
repackages
neurotransmitters,
chemicals that
enable brain cells to
communicate.

be of interest.
Sleep problems
Up to 40% of children and teenagers have sleep problems. Lack of sleep affects
children and adults in different ways, and can have a negative effect on
behaviour, emotions, attention, social relationships and school or work
performance. For example, your child might be, moody, have trouble
concentrating and get sick a lot. When you lack sleep you might have trouble
making decisions, get drowsy while driving and have trouble following a
conversation.



Foundation Transition
2017



Wednesdays:
May 24
June 16
July 26



August 30
September 6
September 13
October 11




October 25
November 22

Monday June 5



Friday June 16
Tuesday December 9



Keep regular sleep and wake times If your child is six months or
older, help him go to bed and get up around the same time every day.
Keep wake-up times on school days and weekends to within two hours of
each other. This can help get your child’s body clock get into a regular
rhythm. The body clock is just developing in children younger than six
months, but you can still encourage a regular bedtime and wake-up time.
Relax before bed Reading and listening to quiet gentle music are
great ways for children to wind down before bed time
Make sure your child feels safe at night If your child does feel scared
about going to bed or being in the dark, you can praise and reward him
whenever he’s brave. Avoiding scary TV shows, movies, computer games
or books can help too. Some children with bedtime fears feel better when
they have a night light or a personal alarm under their pillows.
Check noise and light in your child’s bedroom A dark, quiet, private
space is important for good sleep. You can check whether your child’s
bedroom is too light or noisy. It’ll probably help to turn off electronic
stimulation in your child’s bedroom at least one hour before bedtime.
Avoid the clock If your child is ‘clock watching’, encourage her to turn
her clock around or move it to where she can’t see it.
Eat the right amount at the right time Make sure your child has a
satisfying evening meal at a reasonable time. Feeling hungry or too full
before bed can make the body more alert or uncomfortable. This can
make it harder to get to sleep.
Get plenty of natural light in the day
Encourage your child to get as much natural light as possible during the
day, especially in the morning. This will help the body produce melatonin
at the right times in the sleep cycle. A healthy breakfast also helps to kickstart the body clock.
Avoid caffeine
Encourage your child to avoid caffeine – in energy drinks, coffee, tea,
chocolate and cola – or avoid offering them in the late afternoon and
evening.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SUGGESTION BOX
If you have some great ideas for the school, and are willing to help
achieve them, please leave your suggestions in the box on the office
reception desk. Please write all suggestions on the designated form
available from Kerrie.

LUNCH WITH THE KIDS
In an effort to make the school more accessible and approachable, we have decided to initiate ‘Lunch with the
Kids’ sessions. Family or friends can come up to eat lunch with the classes from 1.15 to 1.40pm on the designated
times. We have a share time so please check what can be brought on the date. It is meant to be a relaxing time
where children can hear great stories and ideas from others in their community. Older siblings, parents, relatives,
grandparents etc. may like to come along. Please see the included letter and dates following.
Please RSVP to the class teacher, or class rep, two days before each session.

2017 SCHOOL REVIEW

This year is a review year for the school. Back in 2014 we formulated new goals, and targets, for the
period 2014—2017. These goals are found in a document called the, ‘School Strategic Plan.’ It is now
time to assess our progress against those goals and targets.
The first step in the process is a self evaluation where we analyse what was achieved. Hayley Bawden
has actively sought feedback throughout Term 1 and we are now ready to write the evaluation
document.
Our independent reviewer is Mr Darrell Mullins. He will be conducting the review over two days: July
21 and August 4. The review panel usually consists of: a School Council member, two principals from
other schools, myself and one or two teachers from this school.
Our 2016 Annual Report to the School Community has been written and will be endorsed at our next
School Council meeting. Parents may pick up a copy at the school office or view the report on our
website when it is uploaded in May.

INQUIRY UNITS TERM 2
F/1/2

3/4

5/6

Central Idea

Central Idea

Central Idea

“Communities share a history through
its people and places”

“People commemorate and remember
significant events”

Lines of Inquiry

Lines of Inquiry

“Nations have a history of migration and
have been developed by the contribution
of many cultures.”

Lines of Inquiry
- Significant events, commemoration and
celebrations in Australia and globally
- There are various reasons different people choose to migrate
- Communities have significant people,
- Communities change over time
sites and environmental features
- Varied migrant groups choose to settle
- Contributions by groups and individuals
in Australia
- Historical sites can have spiritual sigto our community
nificance
- Individuals and migrant groups have
influenced Australian culture
- Friends, families and communities
share past events

CLASSROOM NEWS
F-2 MR MURRAY

This fortnight, we have finished our persuasive texts, and are moving on to recounts. Everyone’s work on ‘Homework, good or bad?’ was well structured and had very good reasoning.
It was great to see a large proportion of the students love homework and wish they got
more. I want to give a massive shout out to Vera for organising the Monday reading roster
and to Michelle and Margret for being our first amazing volunteers. You did a fantastic job,
and the students enjoyed having you in.
Also a massive thank you to the students who are reading every night, and filling in their
home reading diary. We are currently taking part of the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge and every book counts, so write it in.
In Numeracy, we finished our time unit. All students have done really well, however, I encourage you to use time around the household as frequently as possible, and ask verbal
questions, such as " what time will it be in an hour?"
A few reminders for next week. We have Photo Trail so let Vera or I know if you are free
and willing to help. We also have Transition starting which is very exciting, so keep an eye
out for some new faces.

YEARS 3 AND 4 MISS BAWDEN

It's been a big week in 3/4B. On Monday we were fortunate enough to take part in a webinar for Privacy
Awareness Week. Students were reminded about the different ways to stay safe online and were even given
some advice to pass on to their parents and grandparents.
On Wednesday we were lucky enough to be invited to take part in the Firestick project. We met Uncle Ralph,
Uncle David and Uncle Victor and they told us of all the ways that fire has been used traditionally to look after
the trees and consequently the environment. Students took part in a smoking
ceremony and learned a lot about how fire can help the trees, plants, animals
and people around it. Uncle Victor sang a song with us, teaching us that trees
like people and should be respected. Our class spent the
afternoon finishing our drawings.
They will be given to Jennie,
from Yarra Ranges Council, on
Monday and she will turn them
into a book.

YEARS 5 AND 6 SCHABEL

This year, we have been concentrating on getting lots of reading done in
the classroom. Research suggests that how much and widely a child reads
directly affects their ability to: grow their imagination; relax and calm
themselves; build their vocabulary and become articulate adults. Everyday in our classroom I read to the children, they read to themselves and
then participate in guided reading groups where the students are reading
to me and to each other. I am hoping they are getting at least 20-30
minutes of reading at home each night as well. If you have any concerns
about your child’s reading, come and have a chat.
In the past fortnight the year 5 students have completed their Naplan testing for another year. I was proud of the
fact that all the children were calm and
just tried their best on the day. Well
done!!

GROUNDS
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE DATES
DATES

Lawns
Working
Bee

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Sunday, 29 January
Sunday, 19 March

Sunday, 16 April

Sunday, 16 July

Saturday, 30 September
Sunday, 26 November

Sunday, 19 March

Saturday, 20 May

Sunday, 27 August

Saturday, 28 October

PARENT CLUB NEWS
The second run of the Apple Drive has begun. Thank you to all those who supported
this Parent Club initiative. The apples looked delicious!

RUN 2 ORDERS AND PAYMENT DUE BY JUNE 2

Everyone is excited about the 5c challenge. Pop into the office with your coins and see
the totals!



Thank you to those families who returned the ’Out of School Hours Care’ (OSHC) expression of interest form.
We have enough interested families to start. We are liaising with the providers and educator. All families who
think they will use before or after school care need to see Kerrie in the office for an enrolment form.



The Year 3/4 camp to Sovereign Hill is from Wednesday August 23 to Friday 25, 2017. We will have two staff
attending. The children will go by train to and from Ballarat with a bus to the site in Ballarat. This is an amazing
camp and crammed full of fun and learning. The cost has been calculated on a set number of children attending. Please return the expression of interest and deposit ASAP.



A small number of families have not paid for their children’s book supplies even though they were given to the
children in good faith. Please see Kerrie to set up a payment plan or pay the outstanding balances this month.

Premier's Reading Challenge Program
Each year we participate in the Premiers Reading Challenge. Children from Foundation to
Year 2 can read, or have read to them, 30 books—20 from the challenge list and 10 free
choice.
Children in year 3-6 must read 15 books, 10 from the challenge list and 5 free choice.
Each year level has books, which range from picture to chapter, with a variety of authors and
categories. Every student who successfully meets the challenge will receive a certificate, and
if permission is given, will have their name printed in The Age newspaper. For more information about the challenge, and lists of books children can read, see Hayley Bawden or Kerrie
McMurray.
We encourage parents to come into the classrooms from 3.15 to read to children or log books
read onto the challenge site.
Visit the Department of Education site DEECD PRC link

CONGRATULATIONS TO STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

281 Main Street, Lilydale, VIC, 3140 Phone: 9735-3999 Fax: 9735-0736
Email: lilydale@stockdaleleggo.com.au Web: www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/lilydale
The Lilydale office of Stockdale & Leggo has been servicing the local area for 30 years and is a family business.
Max and Sharyn own the business and their daughter Di plans to purchase the business from them when they
decide it is time to retire.

We value supporting our local community and part of our growth strategy is active community involvement so
that the community grows.
We do this by being part of the local business network community, sponsoring local community groups such as
Lilydale Junior Football and Auskick, local schools and pony clubs, local riders, events and of course charity work.
For the Dixons Creek Primary School we would like to offer a $300 referral donations to the school for any property that we list and sell that has been referred to us by a member of the Dixons Creek School Community. We
also offer a $100 referral for any rental property that is listed with our office for management.

