DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

May 11, 2018

Upcoming Events
NAPLAN
Tuesday May 15—Thursday 17
F-2 Photo Trail
Friday May 18
School Spectacular Rehearsal
Monday May 21
5/6 Worowa Excursion
Tuesday May 22
Biggest Morning Tea
Wednesday May 23
Excursion Day F-2/Years 3-6
Thursday May 24
Cross Country—Parent Choice
Friday May 25
Year 5/6 Camp
Monday June 4—Friday June 8
Twinsies Day
June 21
Curriculum Day
Tuesday July 24
Curriculum Day
Tuesday August 28

DUE BACK:
Excursion notes: F-2/Years
3-6
Camp Forms and Payment

SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018

Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively
contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Hayley Bawden
What a fantastic few weeks we’ve had
recently. Students are all back in routine
and working hard. Our 5/6 students
have made us proud of multiple fronts;
representing our school with pride at the
Anzac Day ceremony, delivering a
polished and entertaining performance
on Yarra Valley FM and really shining in
a variety of sporting events.

very proud of the
energy that they’re
putting in each week.

I’d also like to congratulate all of our
other students who are going out and
competing in their chosen sports each
weekend. Monday morning chats are
always a great time to reflect on how
their teams have gone, what challenges
were faced and goals have been kicked.
From all accounts, it seems we have a
vast number of students who should be

Thank you to our amazing Parents’ Club
as well for planning and organising
another fantastic Mother’s Day gift for
many of the ladies in our community. I
know these gifts will be truly treasured
by all.

As we move into the week of NAPLAN
it’s time to reassure our fantastic
students of how brilliant they truly are.
NAPLAN can be an anxious time for the
students involved and it’s important for
them to truly understand that the results
A huge congratulations to Alex
of this test do not reflect who they are.
Maffescioni who came first at the District They are simply a score that shows how
Tennis Competition and will be going
they went on a test, on one specific day.
forth to compete in the Regional
We are already so proud of all of our
Competition. Amazing effort so far and
students and appreciate their unique
we all wish you the very best of luck
qualities.
Alex. Well done to Matty Toop who
Lastly, I just wanted to pass on a few
came fourth.
thanks. Another big thank you to Elysha
We couldn’t be more proud of the girls
for running another terrific, engaging
who competed at Monday’s AFL Gala
transition session on Thursday. A big
day as well. Grouped with Gladysdale
thank you to Katie Rhodes, currently on
and Coldstream Primary Schools, their
student placement, who has been a
team won 5 out of 7 of their games and huge help in the preparation as well as
Lily Ellis and Sophie Freeman both
helping with activities throughout the
received awards. Well done girls!
morning.

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

To all of our lovely mothers, I hope you
have a lovely day on Sunday.

DCPS

Page 2

What do I need to know about online gaming?
All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

Gaming is a fun and sociable way to spend time, encouraging teamwork and developing
skills. All good stuff, but there are a few things you need to be aware of:
 Get involved by finding out what type of games your child enjoys and making
sure they’re appropriate for their age
 Some games let children play and chat with anyone in the world. This means they
might come across offensive language and bullying
 Not everyone online is who they say they are. Children should avoid giving out
personal details that could identify them or their location
 Some games encourage players to buy extra elements during the game – children
have been known to run up large bills without realising
 In extreme cases bullying, also known as ‘griefing’, can be used as a tactic to win
games. Children may find themselves either bullying or being bullied.

Keeping your child safe whilst online gaming
There is nothing like sitting down with your children and joining in some of their games to
find out just why they find them such fun. Here’s how to keep their gaming experience
healthy:
 Find out what sort of games your
children enjoy – do they prefer roleplay games, sports games, strategy
and quest games or first-person
shooter games?

 Make sure you and your family agree what
games can be played and that children
understand why some games are allowed
and others aren’t. Agree how long they’re
allowed to play for

 Ask who they play with online, who
they meet and talk to, and what
kind of language is being used in live
chat (usually via headphones).
Gaming sites often have ways of
reporting abusive chat and
excluding anti-social players. Make
sure your child knows how to do
this

 Teach your children to protect themselves
– remind them not to share personal
information and to keep gaming friends in
the game only rather than adding them to
their other social networks

 Especially for younger children,
change the settings on your tablet
or smartphone to ‘airplane’ mode.
That way, they can play the game
offline without making accidental
purchases or connecting with
someone they don’t know

 Read each game’s advice for parents and
play the game yourself to help you
understand more about how the game your
child is playing works and its
appropriateness
 Use our interactive guide to parental controls to find out more about keeping your
children safe when they’re online gaming.
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/
online-gaming/
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

AFTER SCHOOL
FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care
program is open daily
from 3.30—6.30pm.
Parents must fill in a
registration form and
give 24 hours notice of
attendance for casual
bookings. The program
is held in the F-2
building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton
0438 636 207 for any
questions about Family
Day Care. Families not
enrolled in the Family
Day Care program will
need a form from the
office should you want
to use this program.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2

F-2 have been working hard on the start of their narratives. We are focusing on the topic, My Pet Dragon. Last week,
we began to construct our dragons out of papier-mâché. Thank you to Eva (Chelsea’s mum) for offering her time to
come in and help us… we love your artistic skills and ideas! Students will be continuing to work on their dragons
throughout the coming weeks. Students will begin to write the beginning part of their narrative this week, now that
they have an idea of what their pet dragon looks like and all its special qualities. Thank you to Tracey (Addi’s mum) for
coming in and helping us with our Literacy activities.
We also have Katie Rhodes, who is joining us for 2 weeks. She is on her teaching placement and will be working with
the F-2 class. Please make her feel welcome. Katie will also join us on our excursion to the Melbourne Museum on
Thursday 24th May 2018.
Next Friday, F-2 will be heading off to Maroondah Dam for their Photo Trail- Orienteering excursion. We will be joining
all the other schools in the community.
In Numeracy, we will be learning about measurement (length) and we have also been talking about what subtraction
means.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

In the past fortnight the students have been having fun with data and creating
graphs, charts and tables. They have been looking at their pulse and measuring it
during different activities, such as meditation, laps of the oval and sitting in the
pine forest. This is all part of the integrated inquiry unit this term - health and
wellbeing. They are a pretty chilled out crew!! We have also been preparing
for the upcoming NAPLAN event. It’s wonderful to realise that the students
are well prepared and should not be nervous at all. I believe that they are
looking forward to the Milo more than worrying about the tests!
We have also participated in
several events recently, such as
District Tennis, (a big Congrats
to Alex Maffescioni for reaching
the Regional level, where he will
compete on the 22/5). Seven of
our girls went to play AFL at the
gala day. They won many
matches and congratulations
goes to Sophie Freeman and Lily
Ellis for receiving the best and
fairest medals. Four of our class
members presented a radio show
at YVFM and did a fabulous job.
We have also spent time with our
buddies and learnt to make
bread! What a fortnight!.....

MISS BAWDEN 3/4
All of the students in our class have been learning about setting individual goals and working actively to improve
their skills and celebrate when achievements are made. We have been working particularly hard on improving our
writing. The content of this recent story by Alisha Morris was outstanding. I just had to share with you all.

The Surprise
Tildy and April were walking home from school then they finally
got home. They rang the doorbell and their Mum opened it for
them. “Hi,” said their Mum, “How are you? Come in! There is a
surprise upstairs in the basement for you.” April and Tildy were
so surprised! They never got surprises. They quickly dumped
their bags on the floor and ran upstairs into the basement. They
looked all around until they found a strange box that they had
never seen before. It was making strange noises. They were too
scared to open it so they went and got their spy kit out. As they
were coming back they saw the cat pouncing at the box. Tildy
and April knew that the cat knew what was in the box. Maybe it
was a box full of cat food but cat food would not be making
noises so April decided the only thing left to do was open it. They
opened the lid. As they were closing their eyes there it was. They
opened their eyes and got to see an adorable puppy and she had
a collar saying Missy. They screamed out to their Mum, “Thank
you!” and that was the end of that.

ART ROOM NEWS
The F-2 students have had a lovely time over previous weeks using their knowledge of
insects to create a butterfly collage, construct their own insects from all sorts of bits and
pieces from the art room, also making insect hand puppets; all this in support of their
Science curriculum. Mrs Kendell and I would like to thank Eva for her help with the
student’s “dragon project”, which is currently occupying their time. 3/4B have produced
some very colourful pop art portraits of themselves. Come into the office and see if you
can work out who is who. 5/6’s looked at logos and how they are used to promote and
advertise goods and services, including the use of colour, simplicity and how easily
recognisable they are. With this knowledge, they designed
their own logo using their initials, created a stencil and pulled
a silkscreen print, which are now on display in the office area.
At the moment, 3-6’s are designing and making a pressed tin
artwork to support the upcoming excursion to the “Mexican”
exhibition and workshop at the ACCA on the 24 th of this
month.

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy our play break.
Term Two
Thursdays, 9—11.30am: May 31, June 14 and 28
Term Three
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: July 26, August 16, September 6
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 18, November 8 and 22, December 6, (9-2.30pm)
Come and join us for our Christmas Concert, held on December 19 at DCPS.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their
demonstration of the school’s REACH values—
resilience, energy, accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student
oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at school, at home and in
my community.
I will be resilient and bounce back from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and others for my choices
Caring for others is always important to me
I strive to be honest with myself and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY
SCHOOL

