DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

March 29, 2018

Upcoming Events
Early Dismissal—2.20pm
Thursday March 29
Anzac Day Assembly 3pm
Tuesday April 24, 3pm
Anzac Day—School
Closed
Wednesday April 25
Crazy Hair Day
Wednesday April 18
Curriculum Day
Wednesday May 9
SSS Rehearsal—Bayswater
Monday May 21

Biggest Morning Tea
Thursday May 24
Year 5/6 Camp
Monday June 4—Friday June 8

DUE BACK:
Year 5/6 Camp deposit—$100

Athletics Carnival Yrs 3-6

SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
A huge thank you to our hardworking Parent
Club for the ‘Family Fun Night’ on Friday
March 16.
We were very lucky to have a gorgeous 26
degree day and a balmy warm night.
Everyone enjoyed the sausage sizzle, along
with spider drinks, chocolates and chips.
It was lovely to see families chatting with
others and children playing with visitors. The
little people enjoyed having their faces
painted and jumping in the castle—thank you
to Eva and Peter.
The children had made great posters for the
night and helped on some of the stalls.
Meridie mowed the lawns before the big
event and organised the races. Tracey,
Cindy and Theresa bore the brunt of the
work and we thank them so very much for
providing a night that we all needed—a
chance to chat and relax with each other.

Term 1: 29 January
(school teachers start)
to 29 March
(Thursday) *
Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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OVER INDULGING CHILDREN—A FEW NOTES

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you!

Most parents want to raise children who are appreciative for what they have,
responsible for their behaviour, have a healthy perspective on material possessions, are
generous, and think about the needs of others. Nowadays, bringing up children who
feel grateful for – rather than entitled to – what they have is a challenge. As you strive
toward that goal, keep in mind that each parent decides for his family how much is too
much and what is enough. What you consider “right” depends on your personal values
and what you want to teach your children about “things,” being responsible, and giving
and receiving.
Research by Jean Illsley Clarke has found that there are three ways that parents can
over-indulge their children:
 Giving them too much
 over-caring – doing things for them that the children could and should be doing
themselves
 lax discipline – not holding the children accountable for their behaviours
Part of the problem for parents is teaching children the difference between ’needs and
wants.’ Children don’t automatically know the difference between the things they truly
need and those things they would like but can certainly survive without. They are not
born with the knowledge or judgment to calibrate their needs. They experience all
needs (and also what you might consider “wants”) with the same degree of intensity.
The concept of ‘enough’ is also important to teach children. The ability to know what is
enough is one of the most important skills you can teach your children because it is
through the understanding of this concept that children learn moderation and selfcontrol. “Enough” is an elusive concept that is best taught slowly over many years by
adults who say “You’ve had enough,” whether it is candy, gifts, excitement, recreation,
or stimulation. You teach about enough informally a bit at a time as the situation
arises.
The most common type of over-indulgence occurs when parents raise children to
expect that other people will take responsibility for their needs and actions. When
parents do not teach independence from an early age they are teaching reliance on
others which is actually a disservice that can result in a sense of debilitating inadequacy.
Children need to have ‘a go’ at things and to experience failure. Children who are given
the chance to function independently learn the pleasure of succeeding as well.
Another form of over-indulgence occurs when parents do not expect enough of their
children in terms of responsibility for their actions. When there are no set rules and
established consequences, children do not have the opportunity to face the results of
their behaviours. All children need to be taught to be accountable for their actions so
they learn to live up to high standards, are honest with themselves and others and keep
their word.
Notes taken from: http://centerforparentingeducation.org
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

TISSUES NEEDED

Every child is asked to bring a named box of 200+ tissues to their classroom please. We do not have a budget for tissues and they are really
needed once the cooler weather begins. Thank you.

AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care program is open daily from 3.30—6.30pm. Parents must fill in a registration form
and give 24 hours notice of attendance for casual bookings. The program is held in the F-2 building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton 0438 636 207 for any questions about Family Day Care. Families not enrolled in
the Family Day Care program will need a form from the office should you want to use this program.
See Enabelle for Vacation Care happening during the April holidays.

PRINCIPAL CONTRACT
After 40 years of serving education in both South Australia and Victoria, I have formally announced
my retirement from the department. My contract ends on December 31 this year. The new principal
contract will be advertised in Term 4 of this year ready for the new principal to start on January 30,
2019.
A panel consisting of the Senior Education Officer, another principal, the School Council president, or
nominee, and a teacher will be formed in Term 3. This panel will read the applications, rank in order
of preference for interview, interview and then make a final decision and offer the position to the
successful applicant. Our panel members will receive comprehensive training for the selection
process.
This is an exciting year for the school as new history and memories will be made. I also feel excited
about the future for this school as I know it has so many positives. I often wish my children and
grandchildren could have been educated in a school where the environment is so beautiful, amazing
families with similar values, a staff that truly care about children’s lives and a group of children who
are all of such excellent character. Yes, they go through periods of being unsettled with each other, as
all groups of children do, but watching them at play is usually such a joy.
We have a very special school and everyone is working hard to try and make it better.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2
Where has this term gone? I cannot believe we are in our final week of term 1!
In F-2, we have been learning about place value, shapes, fact family and location in numeracy. We have been working
on an imaginative writing piece for the past two weeks and students have been learning about grammar and
punctuation. They have been learning about the differences of common and proper nouns, verbs, adverbs and
adjectives. We have been learning how to add these into our stories/writing, to make them sound more interesting.
Yesterday we had our buddy’s session and we made Easter baskets. Thanks to our buddy’s for helping us.
Finally, I would like to congratulate the Foundation students Shay Galt, Will Brown and Levi Stephens on completing
their first term of school. Well done! I would also like to say how proud I have been of my grades resilience, energy
and accountability towards their learning inside and outside the classroom. I hope you all a safe and happy Easter
break and enjoy a well-deserved rest! Enjoy your time off, I look forward to seeing you in two weeks.

MRS BAWDEN 3/4
Over the past few weeks we have been working hard and exploring some new ways of teaching and learning, using
the Gradual Release of Responsibility model. This enables students to see the skill, try the skill then become the
master of the skill that they are learning about.
In Reading, we are really focusing on developing our metacognition, thinking about thinking, and becoming more
aware of the strategies that we all use when we are reading. We read the text, Boar Out There, and recorded our
connections, questions and thoughts before turning some of the descriptive language into pictures that he students
could see in their minds.
In Maths, students have been building their problem solving skills up. Students have been working in groups to work
through a range of Mathematical problems before demonstrating to a new group, how they solved the problem.
Their confidence has been growing with each new opportunity to share.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

We can’t believe that term one is almost over. We have had a great start
to the year, and the class is working so well. In the past fortnight we
have had the first Schools Spectacular Rehearsal, Athetics and
Gymnastics training and the Ceres excursion to enjoy. In the yard we
celebrated St Patrick’s Day by wearing green and making lime spiders, and
spent time making Easter baskets with our buddies. In class we have been
focusing on writing entertaining narratives, adding and subtracting
fractions and using the prediction strategy whilst reading. We would like
to wish you a very happy Easter and hope that you have a safe and
enjoyable break.

SCHOOL COUNCIL FOR 2018

Congratulations to Dave Ewan and Robert Burpee for gaining another twelve months term on
School Council. Robert Burpee has been co-opted to preform the task of treasurer again and Dave
Ewan will be a member of the ‘Building and Grounds’ committee.
Our school Council members are: Mark Hull (president), Jane Toop (vice president), Robert Burpee
(treasurer), Hayley Bawden (minute secretary), Sharon Walker (executive officer), with members
Meridie Jackson—Smith (communications), Michelle Maffescioni, Kristine Crunden (Parent Club)
and Dave Ewan.
We are blessed with a hard working, positive group of people who support staff and families. All
School Council meetings are open to visitors for observation only, unless the meeting has been
deemed closed. Meetings are usually held on the last Monday of each month—6-8pm.
The School Council have a very important role in the principal contract process, approving policies,
monitoring finance and ensuring the school accountability documents are submitted to the
department.

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy our play break.
Term Two
Thursdays, 9—11.30am: April 19, May 10 and 31, June 14 and 28
Term Three
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: July 26, August 16, September 6
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 18, November 8 and 22, December 6, (9-2.30pm)
Come and join us for our Christmas Concert, held on December 19 at DCPS.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Don’t forget to come to the final assembly on Thursday March 29 to see the big Easter raffle
Draw.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

