DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

March 14, 2018

Upcoming Events
Family Fun Night
Friday March 16
State Schools Spectacular
Monday March 19
Early Dismissal—2.20pm
Thursday March 29
School Council Meeting
Monday March 26—6pm
Anzac Day—School
Closed
Wednesday April 25
Curriculum Day
Wednesday May 9

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018

Term 1: 29 January
(school teachers start)
to 29 March
(Thursday) *
Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
We are all looking forward to Family Fun
Night tonight. Thankfully we will be blessed
with great weather. It will be a chance for
everyone to relax, chat together, laugh and
celebrate being part of a small school
community. There will be a sausage sizzle
and soft drinks are also available. Families
are welcome to bring nibbles and other
drinks should you wish. Picnic blankets or
folding chairs will be needed.
On behalf of the school community I would
like to thank Parent Club for arranging this
night again. Last year I was unable to attend,
due to hip replacement surgery, but I heard
so many great comments about it from both
staff and families.
Our Parent Club have struggled to attract
new members over the past few years yet
they continue to deliver quality events.
Managing events is difficult, time consuming
and stressful at times. No-one ever really
knows how well an event will be attended by
the school community which makes
calculating costs very tricky. Approaching
sponsors is hard and a never ending role for
Parent Club at times.
The money raised by Parent Club has
always been spent on large projects to
improve the school facilities. When I first
came to the school in 2002 there were three
buildings and one path down to a dilapidated
toilet block. The first Parent Club monies,
under my leadership, were spent on
concreting the area in front of the library and
next to the shelter shed, so the children
could play downball on a clean surface

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

instead of mud.
We then spent money on raised vegetable
garden beds, a large storage shed and fitted
out the staffroom as a student kitchen for the
cooking program. We put in three ovens and
equipped the room with floor to ceiling
storage for kitchen utensils and equipment.
The children love this program still.
The next very large project was setting up
the school Library. We did receive some
funding however over $10,000 of Parent
Club funds went into this area of the school.
When we received the new portables parent
club money was used to finish off the bag
lockers and to buy two overhead projectors
at $7,000 each.
The sandpit, perimeter fencing, garden
edging, seating and further concrete paving
were also completed with fundraising
monies.
Parent Club’s latest project has been our
beautiful gazebo. Once Wayne Morris
completes the final painting—thank you so
much Wayne - we will have a gorgeous
space for the whole community to enjoy. It
already feels like such a peaceful spot for a
chat—which the children do every day.
Parent Club needs new members to help
with plans for this year. Please see Tracey,
Kristine or Cindy if you wish to come along to
a meeting and help continue this valuable
work. Our school has the facilities it does
because of the work done over these past
sixteen years. A wonderful legacy!
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SELF ESTEEM AND CHILDREN
“Sometimes it's not easy to notice when kids seem to feel good about themselves — and
when they don't. We often describe this idea of feeling good about ourselves as "selfesteem."

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you!

Kids who have healthy self-esteem tend to:
feel valued and accepted
feel confident that they can do what's expected
feel proud of a job well done
think good things about themselves
feel prepared for everyday challenges
Kids with low self-esteem often:
feel self-critical and are hard on themselves
feel insecure, or not as good as other kids
focus on the times they fail rather than the times they succeed
lack confidence
doubt their ability to do well at things
Why Self-Esteem Matters
When children feel good about themselves, it sets them up for success — in everything
from school achievement to friendships. Positive feelings like self-acceptance or selfconfidence help kids try new challenges, cope with mistakes, and try again. Taking pride
in their abilities and accomplishments helps kids do their best.
By contrast, kids with low self-esteem might feel unsure of themselves. If they think others
won't accept them, they may not participate as often. They may allow themselves to be
treated poorly and have a hard time standing up for themselves. Kids who don't expect to
do well may avoid challenges, give up easily, or be unable to bounce back from mistakes.
Having low self-esteem can block success. It can leave kids distracted by the stress of
how to deal with everyday challenges.
How Self-Esteem Develops
Contrary to what some might think, self-esteem does not come telling kids they're
wonderful, special, and great (even though they are!). Giving every child a trophy doesn't
help kids' self-esteem. Indeed, it's possible for kids to feel good about themselves even
when they fail.
When children compete — win or lose — they see that their own hard work and practice
can make a difference. Earning a prize contributes to self-esteem only when a kid knows
he or she earned it.
Self-esteem is the result of experiences that help a child feel capable, effective, and
accepted.
When kids learn to do things for themselves and feel proud of what they can do, they feel
capable.
Children feel effective when they see that good things come from efforts like trying hard,
getting close to a goal, or making progress. For example, kids who take part in a service
project feel good about themselves when they see how their actions matter.
When kids feel accepted and understood by a parent or someone close, they are likely to
accept themselves, too. Their good feelings about themselves multiply as parents praise
good behaviors, help when needed, and give encouragement and support. “
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/self-esteem.html09
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

TISSUES NEEDED

Every child is asked to bring a named box of 200+ tissues to their classroom please. We do not have a budget for tissues and they are really
needed once the cooler weather begins. Thank you.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care program at school is underway. It is open daily from 8- 9am and 3.30—6.30pm.
Parents must fill in a registration form and give 24 hours notice of attendance for casual bookings. The
program is held in the F-2 building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton 0438 636 207 for any questions about Family Day Care. Families not enrolled in
the Family Day Care program will need a form from the office should you want to use this program.
Please note that all children who arrive at school before 8.45am, and are not supervised by a parent,
must be supervised at before school care now we have this option.

QUICK NEWS
STUDENT ABSENCES—We are accountable for all children enrolled at this school. We must know if students
have arrived safely at school, and remain here. The department now requires school staff to ring if a child is
absent from school without parental notice to us. We must ring parents in a ‘reasonable’ time to ascertain
where the child is. Parents are required to inform the school of all student absences. Please ring the school
office and speak to Kerrie, or leave a message, if your child will be absent.
CURRICULUM DAY—The school will be closed on Wednesday May 9, 2018.
EASTER RAFFLE—Please remember to donate items for the Easter Raffle baskets. They are looking fabulous
already. Raffle tickets are $1.00 each—a bargain for such wonderful prizes.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2
In F-2 we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes in Numeracy. The children had to use their creative thinking
using 3D shapes to build anything they liked. They first had to follow some guidelines by choosing specific shapes and
then after that, they could choose how ever many and any shape they liked to create their masterpiece… thanks Mrs.
McMurray for coming to see our brilliant work! Take a look at how creative they are!

MRS BAWDEN 3/4
Recently we were lucky enough to take part in the ‘Don’t Palm Us Off’ webinar run by the Melbourne Zoo. We had a
chat with the elephant keepers at the enclosure and they answered a few of our questions. We also learned about
how, and why, palm oil is grown and how it’s harming a bunch of animals. The Sumatran Tiger, Elephant and
Orangutans are now critically endangered and wild orangutans may be all gone in just 13 years. We were so
surprised about this because we didn’t even know what palm oil was. We found out that it’s a vegetable oil that
grows much better than most other oils and is used in lots of foods that we love, even Tim Tams!
We thought this is something we should stop buying but, did you know that about half of the packaged products at
the supermarket contain palm oil? AND that no Australian state except for Victoria are fighting to have it put on the
label? When we found this out we were shocked and wrote an email of our support for transparent labelling to the
Victoria Health Minister. We think it fits in well with our Hero unit because we can all do a little bit heroic to help our
world.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6
Grade 5/6 have been having an absolute ball, learning about the joy of fractions, punctuation involving quotation
marks and writing a compelling narrative. We've also been checking out where all our stuff comes from. Nearly all
our household items are made in South East Asia which, by the way, also happens to be where most of the world's
earthquakes, tsunamis, cyclones and floods occur. As if life wasn't hard enough for some of the world's poorest
people! We loved experiencing some Indian culture at CERES, where the highlight was probably dressing up for the
Bollywood dancing at which we rocked of course. Namaste!

CAMP NEWS

Years 1-2: The traditional Year 2 sleepover camp will now occur in November of each year and the
Year 1 children will be invited to attend also. It will be a ‘camping’ experience as usual with the same
format of movies, games and night walk. The usual cost for this camp is $25.00 to cover main meals
for the night and next day, snacks, drinks and the purchase of an up to date DVD.
Year 3/4: This camp is in Beechworth at the Old Priory. It will be held from November 12 to 14
inclusive. The cost of this camp is usually around $380, per student, inclusive of spending money.

Year 5/6: This is a new camp to us but an award winning venue on the Great Ocean Road,
Princetown called ’Kangaroobie.’ It will be held from June 4 to 8 inclusive. This camp has not been
fully costed due to decisions concerning preferred activities. It will probably be around $420 per
student.
Camps are a time when children can test their independence, take safe ‘risks’ in a supportive
environment, practise problem solving and step out of their ‘comfort zones.’ Camps are costed on
every child attending so if you know your child cannot participate in their camping experience
please inform the classroom teacher as soon as possible so we can make accurate costings.

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy our play break.
Term Two
Thursdays, 9—11.30am: April 19, May 10 and 31, June 14 and 28
Term Three
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: July 26, August 17, September 6
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 19, November 8 and 22, December 6, (9-2.30pm)
Come and join us for our Christmas Concert, held on December 19 at DCPS.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Parent Club have planned a fabulous night of fun, this Friday night March 16 from 5.30—
8pm. Bring along nibbles, drinks, chairs or blankets. A sausage sizzle and soft drinks will be
for sale. Don’t forget to bring lots of coins for the lolly jar guess spider drinks, food and face
painting etc.
Raffle tickets for the Easter Raffle are $1.00 each. Donated items needed also!

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student
SCHOOL OATH
oath also.
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

