DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

March 1, 2018

Upcoming Events
Yarra Valley FM
Thursday March 1
Swimming Carnival—F- 6
Tuesday March 6
Friday March 9
PP Day Miss Bawden / Mrs
Schabel
Nth Melbourne AFL visit
9.30—10.30am
CERES Excursion F-6
Thursday March 15—depart
8.40am
Family Fun Night
Friday March 16
School Photos
Tuesday March 13
Curriculum Day
Wednesday May 9

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018

Term 1: 29 January
(school teachers start)
to 29 March
(Thursday) *
Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
We were all very proud last Friday when Mrs.
Cindy McLeish and Mr. Mark Hull presented
the Captain and Student Representative
Council badges.
Over the past three years, in particular, we
have delivered a high quality and
comprehensive values program for the
children. The concentration on personal and
social capabilities has led to a cohort of
students who are so articulate in speaking
about personal character traits and values.
Our captains, in particular, demonstrate what
it means to be part of a community who care
about each other. Although still young, they
are trying to practise self monitoring, self
discipline, self motivation and personal
resilience.
They also understand about their physical
journey to adulthood through the ‘Catching
on Early’ program; they know the dangers of
drug abuse through the Drug Education
lessons and they try to keep themselves safe
in virtual environments as taught in Cyber
Safety and eSmart lessons.
Our student representatives will have a voice
in the school, and help us as adults, to
understand what motivates our children to
want to succeed.
On Year 6 Graduation night we see, in a very
tangible way, what our senior children think
about their education at this school. It is
always a humbling and often tearful (happy
tears) occasion as our students talk about
their families, teachers and peers.

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Our 2018 student leaders
will be fantastic
ambassadors for this school and help us to
continue a journey of striving for continual
improvement.
We, as a school community, could not feel
prouder of this current team of student
leaders, and their families, who have also
obviously striven to provide their children
with the best start in life possible.
Congratulations!
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STAYING SAFE AT SCHOOL IN THE EVENT OF EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS
‘Schools at the highest risk of fire danger are placed on the Department's ‘Bushfire At-Risk
Register’ or BARR. Inclusion on this register is a trigger for the school to pre-emptively close on
days declared ‘Code Red’ in their Bureau of Meteorology district.’ Our school has been placed on
this register.

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you!

‘Schools that have been identified as being at high fire risk and on the Department’s bushfire atrisk register will close on days determined ‘Code Red’ by the Emergency Management
Commissioner.
Where possible, four to seven days notice of a planned closure will be provided. Parents and
carers should expect that in some instances fewer than four days notice may be provided.
Once a ‘Code Red’ day has been determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner this
decision will not change – regardless of any changes in the weather forecast. This will help limit
confusion and help your family plan how your children will be cared for when their school is
closed.
Advice will be provided to you directly by the school.
When a school is closed due to a Code Red day determination, no staff will remain on site and all
out-of-school care programs (including vacation, before and after school programs) will not
operate.’ http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/coderedabout.aspx
All schools have an ‘Emergency Management Plan.’ This plan outlines the risks to our health and
safety that may occur during school hours: building fire, bushfire, major external emissions/spills,
intruder, bomb/substance threat, severe weather event, earthquake, influenza pandemic,
helicopter crash on site, major accident on Melba Highway and power outages.
In the event of fire, our ‘shelter in place’ is the Art Room. For emergencies on school grounds we
have two assembly points—the school carpark and the grassed area at the western end of the
school cutting abutting Melba Highway.
If you are in the school volunteering you must sign the ‘Visitors Book,’ and take a badge, so we
can account for all people on the grounds in case of an emergency. For drills and emergencies
you will hear the air horn sound. Three short sounds signals evacuation to the Art Room. Five long
sounds signals an offsite evacuation. The chief warden will advise people of the assembly point
once in the carpark—ie. stay in the car park or move on to the second assembly point.
In the case of an intruder, the chief warden will alert classroom teachers to the threat and
declare a school ‘lockdown.’ In this case the children are directed to huddle on the floor under
the tables and to stay silent.
All drills are announced to the children on the day and any possible worries discussed. All
classrooms have evacuation diagrams and quick guides to the air horn alarms.
In the event of an emergency you will receive an SMS or a phone call. Depending on the
emergency it may be safe to pick up your children from school, or it may not be.
If you wish to view the school’s ‘Emergency Management Plan’ (EMP), please see Kerrie in the
office.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

TISSUES NEEDED

Every child is asked to bring a named box of 200+ tissues to their classroom please. We do not have a budget for tissues and they are really
needed once the cooler weather begins. Thank you.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care program at school is underway. It is open daily from 8- 9am and 3.30—6.30pm.
Parents must fill in a registration form and give 24 hours notice of attendance for casual bookings. The
program is held in the F-2 building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton 0438 636 207 for any questions about Family Day Care. Families not enrolled in
the Family Day Care program will need a form from the office should you want to use this program.
Please note that all children who arrive at school before 8.45am, and are not supervised by a parent,
must be supervised at before school care now we have this option.

NEWS
STUDENT ABSENCES—We are accountable for all children enrolled at this school. We must know if students
have arrived safely at school, and remain here. The department now requires school staff to ring if a child is
absent from school without parental notice to us. We must ring parents in a ‘reasonable’ time to ascertain
where the child is. Parents are required to inform the school of all student absences. Please ring the school
office and speak to Kerrie, or leave a message, if your child will be absent.
CURRICULUM DAY—The school will be closed on Wednesday May 9, 2018.
ARTS ROTATIONS—each Monday afternoon the children are divided into groups to experience performing arts
activities. The groups are: Drama, Instrumental Music, Dance, Choir and State Schools Spectacular (selected
entry). Throughout the year children will have the opportunity to experience most of the activities.
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS—in the last agreement teachers were awarded four ‘Professional Practice’
days a year so they can further their knowledge of curriculum, high impact teaching strategies and the latest
pedagogy. Our teachers will use these days to attend Bastow courses, visit other schools or attend regionally
organised professional development. An alternate teacher will be provided to teach the class whilst the
teacher is participating in these ’professional practice’ days.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2
Hello again from years F-2, we have been so busy the past few weeks. We have been learning more about our letters
and their sounds. This week we have begun to focus on some blended sounds and have decided to make a Rhyme
Book with all our blends. We focused on the short sounds of ‘at’ and ‘ee’. As a class we all worked on a rhyme for the
‘at’ sound and Abby, Tully, Chelsea and Addi worked the Rhyme for the ‘ee’ sound… which they did a wonderful job
at! Well done everyone!
This week we have begun to look at 2D and 3D shapes. The children have been out in the yard taking photos of
everyday objects they see in the yard that resembles a shape. After, we create some abstract art or a picture using
shapes.
Everyone has been working so hard in F-2 over the past two weeks and I am very proud of all of their efforts. Just
friendly reminder to everyone about their Inquiry Projects that will be due in week 8, presentations will start on
Tuesday 20th March. If you have any questions please come in and see me, my door is always open!

MRS BAWDEN 3/4
Last week the 3/4 students completed some mini projects on their personal heroes. After presenting their projects,
the class created their own definition of what a hero is and then voted on who they believed to be the most heroic
of them all. April and Brodie created these slides on their heroes, Gillian Rolton and Nelson Mandela. We are now on
the hunt for a local hero. Students have created a form for the members of our school community to fill out to
nominate local heroes within our local community, with the aim of celebrating the heroes around us.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

The 5/6 children have been out and about participating in Kayaking, District Swimming, the Leadership badge ceremony and the monthly SRC
meeting. In Integrated studies we have been learning about the continents of the world and the countries and cultures of Europe, North America and Asia. In Maths we have been looking at Place Value along with
Rounding and Decimal numbers. In reading we have explored the strategies of Self-Monitoring and Activating Prior Knowledge. In Writing we
have been creating persuasive letters and texts. All in all, we have had a
great and very busy start to the year.

CAMP NEWS

Years 1-2: The traditional Year 2 sleepover camp will now occur in November of each year and the
Year 1 children will be invited to attend also. It will be a ‘camping’ experience as usual with the same
format of movies, games and night walk. The usual cost for this camp is $25.00 to cover main meals
for the night and next day, snacks, drinks and the purchase of an up to date DVD.
Year 3/4: This camp is in Beechworth at the Old Priory. It will be held from November 12 to 14
inclusive. The cost of this camp is usually around $380, per student, inclusive of spending money.

Year 5/6: This is a new camp to us but an award winning venue on the Great Ocean Road,
Princetown called ’Kangaroobie.’ It will be held from June 4 to 8 inclusive. This camp has not been
fully costed due to decisions concerning preferred activities. It will probably be around $420 per
student.
Camps are a time when children can test their independence, take safe ‘risks’ in a supportive
environment, practise problem solving and step out of their ‘comfort zones.’ Camps are costed on
every child attending so if you know your child cannot participate in their camping experience
please inform the classroom teacher as soon as possible so we can make accurate costings.

MEET AND
GREET SESSIONS
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
DATES
We are once again offering the ‘Meet and Greet’ sessions for parents to meet with the classroom teachers and convey
any relevant information about their child. Parents know their children best and have information about them that
would assist classroom teachers to tailor educational and social experiences for each child.
Not everyone will need to attend these sessions however if your child has a new teacher in 2018, these sessions may be
useful.
The sessions will be held on Thursday, February 22 from 3.45pm until 5.45pm. Your child will have brought home a
time slip. Please return this ASAP. Session times will be allocated according to when the form was returned to Kerrie.
Please note these sessions are for parents to give information to the classroom teacher. They are not for the teacher to
give progress information or assessment results. The teachers will be there to listen and make appropriate notes.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Once again Parent Club will be running the popular ‘Family Fun Night’ this year. It is a chance
for parents, children and school staff to all relax and enjoy each others company. Book in
Friday March 16, from 5.30—8pm. PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE OF DATE DUE TO THE CLASH
WITH THE LABOUR DAY LONG WEEKEND.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student
SCHOOL OATH
oath also.
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

