DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

March 16, 2017

Upcoming Events
Friday March 17
CERES Excursion
Sunday March 19
Working Bee
Momday Saturday 20
School Spectacular Practise
Wednesday March 22
Bullying. No Way! Day
Thursday March 23
Phillip Island Leadership
Conference
Friday March 24
Melbourne Victory Soccer Day
Saturday March 25
Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser
Monday March 27
Leadership Conference
Thursday March 30
AFL Girls Gala Day

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Hayley Bawden
How time flies! The finish line is in site with
only two weeks left of school. Our staff room
calendar if filled with end of Term events and
we have all been preparing for the end of a
great first term for 2017. Thanks to all of you
who have pitched in to have such a great
start to the year.
I hope you all enjoy the picture of the family
fun night that I’ve popped into the newsletter
this fortnight, I feel that these are just a small
reflection of the joy that was felt on the night.
A big thank you again to the Parents Club for
coordinating the night, the 5/6 class for
helping with food and drink sales and to the
Vaserfal - Charleton’s for donating the
jumping castles which produced many
giggles throughout the night.
Another enjoyable first for the school was
last week’s Whole School House Groups
Writing that followed last week’s assembly.
Thank you to the parents helpers who stayed
back to help out with the sessions, they were
a resounding success and will definitely
continue over the next few weeks.
Over the last few weeks I have been busy
finalising our Annual Implementation plan
which will direct our focuses for the year.

2017 TERM DATES
Term 1: 31 Jan to 31 March
(2:30 finish)
Term 2: 18 Apr (Tues) to 30
June (2:30 finish)
Term 3: 17 July to 22
September (2:30 finish)
Term 4: 9 October to 22
December (1:30 finish)

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477
email: dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

This will be presented at this month’s School
Council meeting and, once approved, will be
in the office for your viewing. This is also our
Review Year so I’ve been working through a
range of self reflection activities. This is an
extensive process, where we reflect on our
strengths and challenges and work with a
reviewer, peers and our school community to
plan a trajectory for the next four years.
There will be a Parent input group at some
point so keep an ear out if that’s something
that you would be interested in taking part in.
Another way that you can help our little
school out is to volunteer your time at this
Sunday’s Working Bee. If you’re able to
attend from 9am-12pm with a BBQ lunch
provided. Please let the office know if you
are able to attend.
Our school was fortunate to receive a
Sporting Schools Grant for Term One. We
have a few sporting events planned for the
coming weeks and hope the students enjoy
the range of activities that we are arranging.
A big thanks to Mr D for your assistance with
this.
I hope you’re all looking forward to seeing
your children’s school photos. I’ve had a
sneak peak and they look fantastic! Thanks
Cindy for another great shoot!

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOMS
MRS POPE F/1
It is debatable whether the F/1 or the Year 6 students had the most
fun as we investigated their moving toys. We looked at many different toys trying them out, looking at the type of energy the toys displayed and what was the source of that energy. There were toys that
used batteries, free wheels, springs, magnets and elastic to make
movement, light and sound energy which made them so interesting
and fun to play with.

As a follow up, in our next Buddy Session we then made our own
moving toys. The Climbing Clowns defied gravity as the clown used
friction to move its way up a string. The Oscillating Woodpecker on
the other hand, used friction, momentum and gravity for the woodpecker to peck an elastic band on its way down. All students were
thoroughly engaged as they cut out, decorated and assembled their
toys, with the F/1’s being the winners with 2 new toys to play with at
the end of the session. It was a wonderful bonding session.

MR MURRAY 2/3
2/3M have had a very full on couple of weeks. In addition to Swimming Carnival (which was
amazing, so thank you to all involved), we learnt about the powers of persuasion.
This skill was put to good use when Miss Bawden came into our grade, and the students had
to persuade us with their 'for' and 'against' arguments to the following questions:

'Should students at Dixons Creek Primary School have to wear a school uniform?'
'Should primary school students have to attend school?'
It was a very heated classroom on that day, and Miss Bawden and myself were intrigued at
some of the incredibly in-depth and valid opinions the students raised during the process.
The heat did not continue into the kitchen, where we cooked using only raw ingredients. This
week we made Cocoa Balls and delicious Assorted Fruit Sticks. This was easily my favourite
session cooking with the students, as it was extremely sticky and disgusting which made for
many laughs and a lot of fun. A massive 'THANK YOU' to Julie Scott and Sue Smith for taking
the lead, as I have little to no idea about cooking edible food.

MR FALLON 3/4
To finish off our study of expository texts, grade 3/4 have been looking at the persuasiveness of
advertising. We looked in-depth at a Gatorade ad to understand what goes into making a successful TV commercial, even though the product might not be so good for growing bodies. Then
we looked at ads from all round the world which try to promote water instead of sports drinks or
soft drinks. Some were funny. Some were shocking. Some were very cool. But all had a message and an audience. Our conclusion: H2O is the way to go! The Integrated Studies unit on
"What Makes Me Tick" ended with a home-made version of Gatorade, which tasted pretty good,
was just as re-hydrating, with far less sugar too. In maths, we have been looking at area to discover how it is calculated, and used Google Maps to see how different homes have different areas and shapes when viewed from above. Can't wait to get into our next Integrated Unit looking
at Sustainability at a local and global level. Very cool.

News from 5/6S
Another busy fortnight in 5/6S saw us having fun with
water wheels in Inquiry studies. The students had to
design and create their own water wheels to use as energy to lift a small weight. Most groups discovered that
they needed more than two blades on their waterwheel,
and that the blades must be made of a waterproof material. It was a great activity in the hot weather.

Whilst on the theme of water, we also had a great deal
of fun at the swimming carnival. I was proud of how
the students conducted themselves, attempted most
events and organised races. I musn’t forget the family
fun night which was also a highlight. I want to thank
the 5/6 students for rostering themselves on to sell
food and drinks. Well done everyone.
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Students of the week
Congratulations to our most recent winners of our Reach awards, given to students who have excelled in
demonstrating our school values RESILIENCE, ENERGY, ACCOUNTABILITY, CARING and HONESTY
Ava Schabel, Riley Ellis, Shae Jones, Emma Smith, Jericho Johnson-Shortis, Ryan Mancs, April Ellis, Lily Ellis,
Elsie Jones, Will Jones, Soren Johnson Shortis and Addi Ewan

Helping your child with reading
Reading with your child is vital. Research shows that it's the single most important thing you can do
to help your child's education. It's best to read little and often, so try to put aside some time for it
every day. Think of ways to make reading fun - you want your child to learn how pleasurable books
can be. If you're both enjoying talking about the content of a particular page, linger over it for as
long as you like.
Books aren't just about reading the words on the page, they can also present new ideas and topics
for you and your child to discuss.
Tips for helping your child to enjoy books:



Encourage your child to pretend to 'read' a book before he or she can read words.



Visit the library as often as possible - take out CDs and DVDs as well as books.



Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from school or just before
bed.



Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in - maybe dragons, insects,
cookery or a certain sport.



Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms around your house.

For more information on helping your child with homework visit http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
parents/primary_support/
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Cultural Diversity Week ‘Our journey, Our stories’
Proudly presented by the Victorian Multicultural Commission with support from the Victorian Government, Cultural Diversity Week is Victoria’s largest multicultural celebration, featuring a week-long program of exciting events and activities from 18 – 26 March that invites Victorians to embrace our cultural
diversity.
Now in its 15th year, Cultural Diversity Week ‘Our journey, Our stories’ calls on Victorians to share their
own stories of cultural heritage and identity to celebrate Victoria’s journey as a culturally diverse state.
Celebrating what multiculturalism has brought to Victoria means reflecting on the journey so far and
showcasing these stories that have helped shape and enrich our ever-diversifying community.

You’re part of this journey, so what’s your story?
Find out what’s on and how to get involved
culturaldiversityweek.com.au

Well done again to our District swimmers; Brody,
Matty, Owen, Emmy, Zara, Chloe and Sophie.

