DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

June 8, 2017

Upcoming Events

MONDAY JUNE 12:
Public holiday—School
closed
FRIDAY JUNE 16:
Kinder and Creche visit 911am
MONDAY JUNE 26:
Sate Schools Spectacular
Rehearsal
SRC Meeting
School Nurse Visit
TUESDAY JUNE 27:
Parent/Student/Teacher
Interviews 11.30-5pm
WEDNESDAY JUNE 28:
Concert and Unit Celebrations
2.30-3.30pm
THURSDAY JUNE 29:
YVFM Radio Group
FRIDAY JUNE 30
Year 3/4 Aussie Sports
Early Finish Term 2-2.30pm
MONDAY JULY 17:
Term 3 Start
FRIDAY JULY 21:
Lunch with the Kids
MONDAY JULY 24:
SRC Meeting 1.15pm

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
It is the time of year when we begin to
make arrangements for 2018. It seems
that we start each new year in a whirl of
activity and suddenly it is planning time
for the following year.

Student outcomes are usually higher
in small schools as there are lower
teacher to student ratios. Currently
the average P-6 class number in
state schools is 26 students. Small
schools have considerably less than
this. Our average in Term 3 will be
22.3 students per class across the
school. As each of our classrooms
have two staff you can really cut this
average in half. Recent NAPLAN
Year 3 Numeracy FISO data releases
of 4 small schools in this area,
including DCPS, showed a combined
mean score of 444.5 compared with
the state mean of 414.2. At Year 5
the small school mean was 513.4
compared with the state mean of
501.5 for numeracy in 2016. The
Literacy data was unavailable.



In small schools there are less
triggers for childhood anxiety due to
the smallness of the sites and
reduced numbers of students. Larger
schools can be daunting for small
children worried about finding their
way around many buildings and
hundreds of students.



Everyone knows everyone else in
small schools. This sense of
belonging to community is vital for
mental health.

On Friday June 16 we are hosting
families from the kinder and crèche
centres. We hope to see lots of preschoolers attend with their parents from
9—11am. We would love to see some of
our existing parents pop up to say hello
and have morning tea from 9—10.00am
that day. Parents love hearing about
school from other parents.
Small schools are great schools for the
following reasons:



There is a ‘family’ atmosphere where
the older children watch out for the
younger ones. The little ones adore
their buddies and it is great to see
everyone helping each other. There
are less instances of playground
bullying and exclusion.



We can allow the children to be more
creative, at play, in the school yard
due to smaller numbers to supervise.
Currently our children are having so
much fun in the pine forest building

2017 TERM DATES
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June
Term 3: 17 July to 22
September
Term 4: 9 October to 22
December



Our 2018 Foundation Transition
Sessions have begun. The children have
enjoyed two visits to school for
Literature and Art lessons so far. The
transition session dates can be found in
this newsletter on page 2.

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2017
OHSC ENROLMENT
YEAR 3/4 SOVEREIGN
HILL CAMP

cubbies in
cooperative groups.
The sandpit pots are a great hit.

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

When kids get the
sleep they need,
they may have a
lower risk of
becoming
overweight and
developing diabetes
as well as fewer
learning problems
and attention issues.
Sleep is as
important as
nutrition and
exercise. It's when
the body
repackages
neurotransmitters,
chemicals that
enable brain cells to
communicate.

Foundation Transition
2017
Wednesdays:
June 16 (Friday—
whole kinder visit)
July 26
August 30
September 6
September 13
October 11
October 25
November 22
Tuesday December 9
for the school picnic

In March 2014, new legislation was enacted to ensure students with
poor attendance are identified and interventions are implemented with
families. When a child reaches 5 ‘unexplained’ absences in a year, the
principal is required to intervene with a plan to improve that child’s
attendance at school.
If attendance does not improve the school principal must escalate
the case. The amendments to legislation provide a clearer process
for escalating issues of non-attendance.
School Attendance Officers are empowered by ETRA to issue School
Attendance Notices if they have reasonable grounds to believe—

a child who is enrolled at a registered school has been absent
from the school on at least 5 separate days in the previous 12
months; and

no reasonable excuse has been given for the absences; and

measures to improve the student's attendance have been
undertaken in accordance with any guidelines issued by the
Minister and have been unsuccessful; or are considered to be
inappropriate in the circumstances.
School Attendance Officers are empowered by ETRA to issue
Infringement Notices if they have reason to believe a parent has failed
to comply with a School Attendance Notice or School Enrolment
Notice. It is intended that Infringement Notices will only be issued as
a very last resort.
Daily school attendance is important for young people to succeed in
education and to ensure they don’t fall behind both socially and
developmentally. Young people who regularly attend school and
complete Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health
outcomes, better employment outcomes, and higher incomes across
their lives.
School participation is important as it maximises life opportunities for
young people, by providing them with education and support
networks. School helps people to develop important skills, knowledge
and values which set them up for further learning and participation in
their community.
The school places great importance in all students being at school on
time, every day the school is open for instruction.
It is vital that children feel that education is important to their
parents. A day here or there can add up significantly when seen in the
context of the school year. Children with low absence rates have
greater continuity of learning because they do not miss vital
instruction.
When your child is sick and unable to attend school please phone or
write a letter stating the reason. If no explanation is given these days
are recorded as ‘unexplained.’ Late arrivals are also recorded.
Please see parent information regarding the legislation later in this
newsletter.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SUGGESTION BOX
If you have some great ideas for the school, and are willing to help
achieve them, please leave your suggestions in the box on the office
reception desk. Please write all suggestions on the designated form
available from Kerrie.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
We are now taking enrolments for our Family Day Care program at school. It is open daily from 7- 9am
and 3.30—6.30pm. Parents must fill in a registration form and give 24 hours notice of attendance for
casual bookings. The program is held in the F-2 building.
The program opened this week so please support when you can!

MUSIC CONCERT AND UNIT CELEBRATIONS
All parents are invited to school on Wednesday June 28 to watch a small concert to showcase what
the children have been learning in their Wednesday music programs. The groups have been enjoying
the State School Spectacular rehearsals, drama, dance and ukulele. It would be great to see as many
parents as possible attend. We will set up in the Year 5/6 room. The concert will start at 2.30pm.
Following the music concert, parents are invited to the classrooms at 2.50pm to see what the children
have been learning in their Inquiry Units. Children will be presenting aspects of their work to the
class.

INQUIRY UNITS TERM 2
F/1/2

3/4

5/6

Central Idea

Central Idea

Central Idea

“Communities share a history through
its people and places”

“People commemorate and remember
significant events”

Lines of Inquiry

Lines of Inquiry

“Nations have a history of migration and
have been developed by the contribution
of many cultures.”

Lines of Inquiry
- Significant events, commemoration and
celebrations in Australia and globally
- There are various reasons different people choose to migrate
- Communities have significant people,
- Communities change over time
sites and environmental features
- Varied migrant groups choose to settle
- Contributions by groups and individuals
in Australia
- Historical sites can have spiritual sigto our community
nificance
- Individuals and migrant groups have
influenced Australian culture
- Friends, families and communities
share past events

CLASSROOM NEWS
F-2 MR MURRAY

What a busy time in the Year Foundation to 2 classroom.
The Foundation children are well on their way to knowing all the Letterland characters and what sounds they make. They are working on high frequency words, matching letters to sounds, reading with fluency and forming letters correctly when writing. It is important the children read their
home reading books every night. Practise makes perfect!
The Year 1 and 2 children have been writing letters this week. They wrote
letters to pre-school children about this school. It was heart warming to
read their thoughts and how much they love coming to school. A frequently
occurring theme was ‘how nice all the teachers and children are.’ This
brought a tear to our eyes!. The letters will be given to families who visit us
on June 1—next Friday. We would love some of our parents to stay and talk
to any parents who attend this session.

The class has also written letters to Amity Evans. They learnt about how
special letters are through Mrs. Walker showing them her ‘Treasure Box.’ It
was a vintage ‘Whitman’s Sampler’ chocolate box that contained special
letters, cards and objects like an ‘Ansett Airlines’ ticket and an old bank
book. The children wrote about their school and personal news. Many of the
children wrote about Mr. Murray’s birthday on Tuesday. It was very funny
because Mr. Murray wore a crown for the day.
Last week we attended the F-2 Photo Trail and had a lot of fun trying not
to get lost at Silvan Dam! Thank you to all our parent helpers.

YEARS 3 AND 4 MR FALLON

We all said farewell to Miss Bawden on Friday June 2. We were sad to see her go off to
the USA and Europe but were happy to have Mr Fallon work with us again to ensure a
smooth transition.
We have spent this week getting to know each other again and working on many aspects of the curriculum. We are having fun learning about angles around us. They are
everywhere! Angles must suit the purpose of the object or building. We can make angles with our bodies and even learn about angles from the clock hands. Handy things
those angles!
We wrote letters to Billy Evans with the help of Mrs. Walker. She inspired us with her
‘Treasure Box.’ We told Billy that we have a new boy in our class called Kai. Billy knows
Kai.
We are also learning about poetry and looking at the structures and features of different
kinds of poems.
We all miss Angus in our classroom. We hope that he is having a great holiday away
from school.

YEARS 5 AND 6 SCHABEL
Another busy fortnight in the classroom, has seen the students doing all sorts of wonderful things out and about. We
had a fabulous day learning about our local bushland in Toolangi State Forest, from Aboriginal elders, Uncle Vic, Uncle
Dave and Uncle Ralph. We all came away with from the excursion with a heightened sense of awareness about our
local bush and how fire can heal or damage the fragile ecosystem.
Myself and many of our students, had a fun day learning more dance moves for the Victorian Schools Spectacular. We
always come away from those days elated, but a little tired, and for me, a little stiffness to boot! On another note, seven of our students competed in the first of five Maths Olympiad competitions. Whilst nervous they all did extremely
well.
Finally, the class is striving to be Caring and Empathetic (defined as the capacity to understand what someone else is
experiencing or feeling). I would encourage you all to have discussions with your children on these most important of
values.

GROUNDS
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE DATES
DATES
Term 3

Term 4

Lawns

Sunday, 16 July

Saturday, 30 September
Sunday, 26 November

Working
Bee

Sunday, 27 August

Saturday, 28 October

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Thank you to the families who were able to support our Apple Drives. Delicious fresh produce
at a great price!
Do not forget those 5 cent pieces. Visit to extended family members may produce a hidden
goldmine! Everyone has a ‘change’ jar!
School Council have approved our big fundraiser for the year—The Bizzare Gazzard Stage Show
for Saturday October 14. The show is a mixture of comedy and hypnotism. There will be auctions, raffles and games to entertain everyone. Please start to think about inviting friends and
family. The venue is most likely to be the Yarra Glen Cricket Club.
There is a new ‘Craft Market Car Parking’ roster on the office reception desk. Thank you to
those families who continually help out. Not helped—Give it a go!



The Year 3/4 camp to Sovereign Hill is from Wednesday August 23 to Friday 25, 2017. Mr Fallon and Mrs.
Pudney will attend. The children will go by train to and from Ballarat with a bus to the site. This is an amazing
camp and crammed full of fun and learning. The cost has been calculated on a set number of children
attending. Please return the expression of interest and deposit ASAP.



A small number of families have not paid for their children’s book supplies even though they were given to
the children in good faith. Please see Kerrie to set up a payment plan or pay the outstanding balances this
month.

Premier's Reading Challenge Program
Each year we participate in the Premiers Reading Challenge. Children from Foundation to
Year 2 can read, or have read to them, 30 books—20 from the challenge list and 10 free
choice.
Children in year 3-6 must read 15 books, 10 from the challenge list and 5 free choice.
Each year level has books, which range from picture to chapter, with a variety of authors and
categories. Every student who successfully meets the challenge will receive a certificate, and
if permission is given, will have their name printed in The Age newspaper. We encourage parents to come into the classrooms from 3.15 to read to children or log books read onto the
challenge site.
Visit the Department of Education site DEECD PRC link

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

281 Main Street, Lilydale, VIC, 3140 Phone: 9735-3999 Fax: 9735-0736
Email: lilydale@stockdaleleggo.com.au Web: www.stockdaleleggo.com.au/lilydale
The Lilydale office of Stockdale & Leggo has been servicing the local area for 30 years and is a family business.
Max and Sharyn own the business and their daughter Di plans to purchase the business from them when they
decide it is time to retire.

We value supporting our local community and part of our growth strategy is active community involvement so
that the community grows.
We do this by being part of the local business network community, sponsoring local community groups such as
Lilydale Junior Football and Auskick, local schools and pony clubs, local riders, events and of course charity work.
For the Dixons Creek Primary School we would like to offer a $300 referral donations to the school for any property that we list and sell that has been referred to us by a member of the Dixons Creek School Community. We
also offer a $100 referral for any rental property that is listed with our office for management.

Victorian Attendance Legislation
Frequently Asked Questions for Parents and Carers
Why are there new rules about attendance?
In March 2014, new legislation related to enrolment and attendance came into effect.
For more information on the relevant legislation, see: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/
participation/Pages/attendance.aspx
Evidence shows that daily school attendance is important for young people to succeed in education and to ensure
they don’t fall behind both socially and developmentally. Young people who regularly attend school and complete Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health outcomes, better employment outcomes, and
higher incomes across their lives.
The new laws sets out a process where students with poor attendance can be identified and interventions implemented. The rules are not in place to punish time away from school which was unavoidable or reasonable. Instead, the new laws are an effort to promote and improve school attendance across Victoria.

What is compulsory school age?
All children aged 6-17 years are required to either be enrolled at a registered school, or registered for home
schooling.
In some circumstances a parent can apply to the Regional Director to exempt a child from enrolment at school.
For more information see:
School Policy and Advisory Guide: Exemptions.

Whose responsibility is it to ensure my child goes to school?
School attendance is mandated under the Education Training and Reform Act 2006. It is the responsibility of parents/ carers to ensure their child regularly attends school.

How is attendance recorded by schools?
Schools must record student attendance twice per day in primary schools and in every class in secondary schools.

My child attends a non-government school. Do these requirements still apply to me and
my child?
The new rules apply to parents of compulsory school-aged children, and all Victorian Government, Independent
and Catholic Schools.

Processes for following up attendance
What is considered as ‘poor attendance’ for the purpose of the new legislation?
Under the new legislation, if a student reaches five days of unapproved or unexplained absence within a school
year then further action can be taken, at the discretion of the principal.

What are unexplained or unapproved absences?
A principal has the discretion to approve or not approve any absence, either based on an individual school policy
or on a case-by-case basis.

Unexplained Absence:
A principal will record an absence as ‘unexplained’ if no explanation about the absence given to the school by the parent or
carer of the student. If you do not contact the school to provide an explanation on the day of the student absence, the
school must attempt to contact you either by phone or in writing within three days to seek a reason for the absence.
If no contact can be made with you or other carers of the child within 10 days, the absence will be recorded as an unexplained absence and also be noted in your child’s file. You can contact the principal at any time after the record has been
made to provide an explanation.
Unapproved Absence:
In general, a principal would record an absence as ‘unapproved’ when no reasonable excuse has been given for the student’s absence. If a reason you give for an absence is not approved by the principal of your child’s school you will be notified in writing.

What action will be taken if my child reaches five days of unapproved or unexplained absence?
If your child reaches five days of unapproved or unexplained absence then the school and principal will work with you to
implement appropriate supports or interventions to assist you get your child to school every day. If, these interventions do
not improve your child’s attendance, the principal may decide to make a referral to the School Attendance Officer
For more information on the School Attendance Officer, see: School Attendance Officers.

What happens when the referral is made to the School Attendance Officer?
The School Attendance Officer will investigate the absences and may take one or all of the following steps depending on
the circumstances.
Issue a School Attendance Notice
Issue an Official Warning
Issue an Infringement Notice.

I have been issued a School Attendance Notice – what does this mean?
The School Attendance Notice is not a fine but rather an opportunity for your family to explain the absences and work
with your child’s school to improve attendance in the future.
The School Attendance Officer will assess your family’s response to a School Attendance Notice.
For more information, including how a School Attendance Officer assesses your family’s response, see: School Attendance
Notices.

I have received a School Attendance notice - but my child was not with me on the date listed,
what can I do?
The School Attendance Notice gives you the opportunity to state the parent who the child was living with on the dates of
absence. You should complete this part of the notice and return to the School Attendance Officer by the due date outlined
on the Notice.

I have been issued with an Official Warning. What does this mean?
A School Attendance Officer may decide to issue an Official Warning prior to, or instead of issuing an Infringement Notice.
For more information see: When to Issue an Official Warning.

Under what circumstances can I be issued with an Infringement?
Under the new legislation an Infringement Notice will only be used as a last resort, after other strategies to improve attendance have been implemented and failed.
For more information see: Infringement Notices.

Can I appeal if I think an Infringement Notice has been issued unfairly?

How much is the fine?
Should an Infringement Notice (fine) be issued, it will be half a penalty unit. The monetary value of a penalty unit is calculated by the Treasurer and changes each financial year. Generally, an infringement notice will be approximately $70

Types of absence
My child misses lots of school because they are sick, does this mean I will get a fine?
A genuine illness is considered a reasonable excuse. While your child is absent, you should continue to update the school
on the scenario and work with the school to develop a Student Absence Learning Plan to ensure that the student’s educational needs are supported and they do not fall behind in their schoolwork.
You may also wish to discuss other, more flexible, options for accessing an education if it is predicted your child will be
absent for long periods of time due to their ill health. Your principal will be able to advise if such arrangements, including
Distance Education, are appropriate.

My child attends remedial tutoring or classes outside school, but during school hours. Will this
contribute to absences that lead to me receiving a fine?
An individual principal has the discretion to decide whether absence caused by attending remedial class or tutoring will be
approved or unapproved. In general, it is expected that the family and the school work together to identify the educational needs of the child, and address within the school setting and school hours.

I want to take my child for an extended holiday during the school term. Is this ok? What can I do
to ensure that they are supported to learn? Will I be fined?
If you are planning an extended holiday, discuss this with your school principal well in advance of finalising any plans. The
principal has the discretion to decide whether or not to approve the absence.
If the principal decides not to approve the absence, you should work with the school to decide on a reasonable length of
absence or more mutually convenient time for the holiday.
If you decide to go ahead with a holiday during school term despite it being an ‘unapproved’ absence and the duration of
the absence is over five days, the principal may choose to refer the case to the School Attendance Officer for further action, which may result in an Infringement Notice being issued.

If the principal approves the absence, work with your child’s school so you support your child’s education during their holiday. visit: School Attendance Guidelines - Resources (see: Student Absence Learning Plan)

My child attends part time due to a disability. Will I receive a fine?
Full time attendance is compulsory for all students aged 6-17. However, in some circumstances, it may be appropriate for
students with a disability to attend school for reduced hours. This arrangement should only be entered into on a shortterm basis and only if it is agreed by all parties (school, family, practitioners, regions) that the reduced attendance is in the
best interest of the child.
If your child is attending school for reduced hours as part of a plan that both outlines the return to full-time schooling and
has been developed in consultation with your child’s school, this will be considered an approved absence and will not be
referred to a School Attendance Officer.
For more information contact the Disability Coordinator at your closest departmental Regional Office for further advice.
See: Regions.

Without my knowledge, my child skipped school. Will I get a fine?
Truancy is defined under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 as absence due to the child’s disobedience and
not due to any fault of the parent. It is therefore deemed a reasonable excuse and will not count towards the total of
unapproved or unexplained absences.
If truancy is a continuing issue for your child you should work with the school to develop plans or strategies to support
their continuing engagement in school and to prevent further truancy. For more information on strategies and supports available see: Strategies to Improve a Student's Attendance.

My child is refusing to go to school. Will I receive a fine? And what can I do to get them back to
school?
School refusal is considered a reasonable excuse for absence and if supports and interventions are being sought, should
not count towards unexplained or unapproved absence. It is important in these circumstances that you clearly communicate your situation and concerns with your child’s school.
You should work with your child’s school to find the best way to improve attendance in these situations. Schools have
the flexibility to modify the school experience for students so that it better caters to their needs, goals and strengths.
For more information on the supports and interventions to support your child see: Strategies to Improve a Student's
Attendance and: My Child Has Anxiety About Going to School

My child is employed in the entertainment industry and is missing school regularly. Will I get a
fine?
If the child is due to be employed in the entertainment industry at length a School Exemption may be an option. The
process for applying for these exemptions is outlined in the School Policy and Advisory Guide. Non-government schools
are also advised to follow these procedures. For more information, see: Attendance - Exemption Application Process.

I have been issued a School Enrolment Notice. What does this mean?
All children of compulsory school age (6-17) must be enrolled in school or registered for home schooling.
If you have been issued with a School Enrolment Notice this means that the School Attendance Officer has become
aware that there is no record that your child or children are enrolled in school or registered for home schooling.
The School Enrolment Notice is not a fine. Instead, it is an opportunity for your family to work with the School Attendance Officer to ensure your child is enrolled at school or properly registered for home schooling.
For more information see: Enrolling Your Child in School or Registering for Home Schooling.

