DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

June 7, 2018

Upcoming Events
Yarra Valley FM
Thursday June 7
Queen’s Birthday - No School
Monday June 11
5/6 Archery - Parent Choice
Wednesday June 13, 20, 27
2019 Foundation Transition
Session
Thursday June 24
F-2 Photo Trail
Friday June 15
Twinsys Day
Thursday June 21
School Council Meeting
Monday June 25
Assembly for Marilyn Brown /
Early Dismissal
Friday June 29,2..10pm

Term Three
Term 3 Start
Monday July 16
Curriculum Day
Tuesday July 24
Curriculum Day
Tuesday August 28
DUE BACK:

SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018

Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker

At the end of this term we say a fond take over this
farewell to the longest serving
important task.
member of staff at this school—
At assembly on Friday June 29, we
financial manager—Marilyn Brown.
will say goodbye to Marilyn as a
Marilyn’s oldest daughter, Jennifer, community. As this assembly is on
started at DCPS in 1987. Later came the last day of term it will start at
Megan and Michael. In 1992 Marilyn 2.10pm and conclude at 2.30pm in
volunteered to help the principal with time for the early dismissal.
account keeping. A couple of years
Please find the time in the coming
later Marilyn became a paid member
weeks to thank Marilyn for her
of staff in the role as ‘bursar.’
service to the school and to wish her
Throughout Marilyn’s time as a staff well in retirement. I am sure we will
member here she has seen six
still see Marilyn from time to time as
principals pass through the school,
she undertakes her grandmotherly
including me.
duties.
Marilyn has also seen the school go
through the cycles of enrolment from
under 20 to 104 at its peak.
We will all miss Marilyn. Her quiet,
gentle, happy disposition is soothing
to us all. When I turned the key to
first unlock the gate to the school in
2002, it was Marilyn who assured
me that I would be alright. When I
grappled with the school’s finances,
it was Marilyn who quietly assisted
me. Marilyn is the one who now
helps Kerrie to learn the intricacies
of our financial software so she can

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

DCPS

Page 2

UNDERSTANDING SCHOOL REFUSAL
As the very cold mornings begin children can start not wanting to go to school. Once the
children are at school they are generally happy. It is a complex issue:
All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!

‘Many children and adolescents will express reluctance to go to school at some point.
However, there are a number of children and adolescents who find going to school so
difficult that they refuse to go. School refusal can occur at all ages but has been found to
occur more frequently during major changes in children’s lives such as beginning kindergarten or the transition from primary to high school. Children and adolescents who are
having problems with attending school may show more signs of school refusal following
holidays, school camps, sports days and weekends, but in general could refuse to go to
school any day of the week. There is no single cause for school refusal, and reasons will
differ from child to child. Some children and adolescents are more sensitive and particularly vulnerable to emotional distress. School refusal can also be a sign of a developing
mental health problem, such as anxiety or depression.
School issues such as bullying, academic difficulties, a change in schools, or problems
with teachers and peers are common reasons that may contribute to school refusal. Other triggers for school refusal might be related to events at home. Examples of potentially
stressful events that have been associated with school refusal include moving house, the
death of a loved one, undertaking caring roles for unwell family members, parental separation, and exposure to family violence.
What are the signs of school refusal? If your child has missed school 2-3 times over a
two week period, especially if related to some of the behaviours described below, your
child may be developing a pattern of school refusal: l Tearfulness before school or repeated pleas to stay at home resulting in frequent lateness or absences l Tantrums,
clinginess, dawdling or running away before school or during drop off l Frequent complaints of illness before or during school such as stomach aches, headaches, dizziness or
fatigue l Difficulty attending school after weekends, holidays, school camps or sports
days l Long periods spent in sick bay or in principal’s office.
School refusal is a serious issue and needs to be managed early, as long absences mean
that children miss out on important parts of the curriculum. Children and adolescents
who school refuse can very quickly become entrenched in a long-term pattern of school
refusal, which can have major long-term impacts for them and their family. Missing one
day of school each week adds up to 2 months’ worth of learning missed over a year.
Missing out on education is detrimental to lifelong learning and development in many
ways. A week is a long time in the playground, so frequent absences might jeopardise
children’s social relationships. School refusal can also create conflict and strained relationships within families as a result of disruptions to routines, and might even affect income as parents or carers forgo work to stay home with the child. Some research has
shown that school refusal has been associated with a higher chance of having problems
later in life with mental health and social relationships, in addition to affecting the ability to get employment.’
Please see http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/youth/Documents/forumspeaker-presentations/2017/school-refusal-parent-handout.pdf
for what parents can do at home to help with school refusal.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care program is open daily from 3.30—6.30pm. Parents must fill in a registration form
and give 24 hours notice of attendance for casual bookings. The program is held in the F-2 building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton 0438 636 207 for any questions about Family Day Care. Families not enrolled in
the Family Day Care program will need a form from the office should you want to use this program.

GENERAL NOTEs


Congratulations to: Brody H, Alex M, Lily E, Shan B, Tildy JS, April E, Grace M for their successes in the
recent Cross Country event.



Thanks to Vera and Ella for their work in —weeding, raking soft fall, sweeping and generally tidying up
the school grounds. Much appreciated.



Uniform reminder—Now that winter has begun it is important that children come to school dressed for the
colder weather. Active children at play need at least long pants and a jumper. Children who prefer more
passive play activities will need a coat, possibly a scarf and gloves. When we are cold we can become
miserable and this is not a great feeling when expected to play and learn happily with others.



Winter lunchboxes—Please be aware that most children eat more in winter. Consider sending hot left
overs or soup in child friendly thermos flasks, along with a spoon. A hot lunch can be something to look
forward to at school. Some families make up the week’s hot lunches at the weekend and then it is easy to
just heat it up and send to school. Please be aware that we cannot heat food for children at school.



Look out for the ‘Parent Teacher Interview’ slip that will be coming home next week. We have decided to
send it out before the reports are sent home as the timelines have been a little tight in the past. If you
make an appointment time and do not need it on receiving your child’s report, the interview time can be
cancelled.



SRC decided that jeans, or casual pants, can be worn each Friday in the winter months. Please ensure
children bring a gold coin donation each time they participate in these ‘casual dress’ Fridays.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2
Welcome to winter, boy was it a cold one to start too!! F-2 has had a busy few weeks in and outside of class. We have
finished and finalized our narratives of our ‘Pet Dragon’. The students worked so hard on these creating a draft,
edited, and finalized copy of a beginning, middle, and end part of their stories. Well done, everyone!
We have finished our family history unit in inquiry, we have now begun to focus on Indigenous Studies. We attended
the Melbourne Museum on Thursday 24th May, 2018. We caught the train from Lilydale Station to Parliament Station,
and then walked through the Carlton Gardens to the Museum. We explored many areas of the Museum and the
students were brilliant! We had lunch in the gardens, then caught the tram back to Parliament Station to head back to
Lilydale Station. A big thank you to all the parents, Mrs. Crawford and Miss Rhodes, who came along to help.
In Mathematics, we have been learning about statistics and data. We graphed the different days in each month of the
year, we gained data from students in grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 of which we graphed as well. We have also focused on
ordinal number. We will continue to focus on addition and subtraction.

MISS BAWDEN 3/4
Over the last few weeks the 3/4 students have been focusing on developing their skills in Writing. Having
learned how to use the correct structure for narrative and persuasive texts, students have been refining
their work by expanding their vocabulary and including creative and interesting language in their writing.
The students are all enjoying writing a descriptive ‘My Place’ story for the 2018 My Place competition,
based on the TV series of the same name. They have also been exploring the use of words in poetry,
reading and writing.
Having finished our geography unit on the countries of Africa and South America, we will now be finishing
up the term with an integrated unit about ‘Explorers’. Students will be learning about the famous explorers
of the past and inquiring into the life and stories of explorers dating back to the fifteenth century.
This week some of our students participated in their very first
radio show at Yarra Valley FM. April, Alisha and Grace had
been working hard to prepare and practise their show in which
they talked about Reconciliation Week, their heroes Michelle
Obama and Nelson Mandela, why they love Dixons Creek
Primary School, our success in recent sporting events and
even some special information about South Africa. I’m very
proud of the effort they all put in: writing their own scripts from
scratch and practising whole heartedly. The proof was in the
pudding and they delivered a terrific performance! Well done.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6
On Monday we farewelled the Year 5/6 children on their way to Camp Kangaroobie, along the Great Ocean Road.
This is the first time we have used Camp Kangaroobie, but it came with fabulous reviews and recommendations.
Kylie and Rob have kept in contact with us here at school and we tank Kerrie for keeping parents informed via
‘Facebook.’ It will be a tired group that catch the ferry home to Dixons Creek tomorrow.
We thank both Kylie and Rob for their time devoted to the camp and for driving the buses so that costs could be
kept to a bare minimum. Thank you to Kerrie McMurray for delivering the buses to the teachers over the weekend.
A great job everyone! We have also been extremely lucky with the weather as you can see from below.

ART ROOM NEWS
The Year 3-6 students participated in an excursion to the ACCA and NGV (International) on the 24 th
of May. We were very fortunate to receive funding from ACCA, for our children to participate in
their educational program, focusing on the exhibition Dwelling Poetically: Mexico City, a Case Study.
The funding comes from patrons of the arts and provides opportunities for school groups to actively
engage with contemporary art. Andrew and Shannon worked with our students in two groups
encouraging them to think about what they were seeing, facilitating discussion and enabling the
students to work with the macroscopic and microscopic themes of the exhibition to produce their
own art work. We wandered up to the NGV, just around the corner, before venturing on a selfguided tour of the International works on display there. Children could get up close to the
masterpieces of Picasso, Monet and Warhol, some of the artists they have experienced in our art
program. As always, our children were perfectly behaved and a
delight to have in tow throughout the day.

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy our play break.
Term Two
Thursdays, 9—11.30am: June 14 and 28
Term Three
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: July 26, August 16, September 6
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 18, November 8 and 22, December 6, (9-2.30pm)
Come and join us for our Christmas Concert, held on December 19 at DCPS.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Look out for information about an exciting community raffle we will take part in! It is ‘The Great Community
Raffle’ run by the Rotary Club of Emerald and districts. We will have 1,000 tickets to sell so get ready! More
information soon. Tickets will sell at $2.00 each.
1st Prize: Holden Equinox LS - $29,990 Drive Away
2nd Prize: $1000 Westfield Gift Card
3rd Prize: $500 Westfield Gift Card

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 SRC Special Event Days
June 21

Twinsy Day

Get a friend to dress up as twins
Wear your jeans every Friday of Winter

Friday Jeans (all Winter)

July 25

Pyjama Day

August 22

Book Character Dress up

September 21

Footy Colours

October 31

Halloween

November 21

Pet Competition

December 20

Games Day

Wear your PJs for the Day

Dress up as your favourite book character

Wear your footy colours—Any Code

Wear a spooky costume for the day

Bring along your pet at 2:30 for the competition—
Smallest, cutest, biggest, hairiest, oldest etc
Bring along your favourite board game and snack

