DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

June 21, 2018

Upcoming Events
5/6 Archery - Parent Choice
Wednesday June 13, 20, 27
Twinsies Day
Thursday June 21
School Council Meeting
Monday June 25
June Interviews
Tuesday June 26, 8am-12pm
and 3.45—5.30pm
2019 Foundation Transition
Session
Thursday June 28
Assembly for Marilyn Brown /
Early Dismissal
Friday June 29,2..10pm

Term Three
Term 3 Start
Monday July 16
100 Days of School Dress Up
Monday July 23
Curriculum Day
Tuesday July 24
Curriculum Day
Tuesday August 28
DUE BACK:

SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018

Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker

Once again we have been able to
behaviour and sense
provide a safe, happy and enjoyable of personal
camp for our children.
responsibility whilst on camp. Our
Year 5/6 are a wonderful group of
At assembly last week we watched
young people who really do
two excellent ‘Photo Story’
understand the school’s rules and
presentations from Rhylee Stephens
values.
and Riley Ellis, about their camp
experience at Kangaroobie.
I know that both Kylie and Rob are
very proud of the children and their
As teachers and school leaders we
participation in the camp. The
are always a little apprehensive
children’s behaviour made the camp
about taking children out of the
a joy for all to attend. Thank you to
school. The preparation for a camp
you both.
is significant. One of our major work
is to complete a ‘risk assessment’ for As parents, you are the ones who
the week to ensure we make the
have instilled these values in your
camp as safe as humanely possible. children. I know you are all proud of
your children and have worked hard
On one of our Beechworth camps I
to ensure they become the best
ended up in hospital with a child for
people they can be.
most of the day and night. The child
did not suffer any illness or accident As we embark on the final 200 days
due to being on camp. It was just
of primary schooling for the Year 6
unlucky timing. I clearly remember
children, we are aware that a very
how nervous I was about the
special group of children will be
medical procedures taking place and leaving the school. Fortunately we
how much responsibility I felt in
have the Year 5 children learning
acting for the parents.
from them, and modelling their
excellent behaviour. We are indeed
We can do so much to ensure a safe
lucky!
camp but success often ultimately
comes down to the children’s
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
The recent Royal Commission into Family Violence looked at the factors that
contribute to violence against women and children. Their findings confirmed the
results from other studies into family violence:
All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!

More than one in three Australian women aged over 18 has experienced violence since the age of 15 (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2012). A 2013 Vic
Health study found that of Australian young people aged 16-24:


Almost a quarter believe that partner violence can be excused if the person is so angry they lose control



Only half knew where to get help if they were faced with a problem about
violence against women (VicHealth, 2013)

Key underlying determinants and contributing factors in the perpetration of violence against women include:

a lack of gender equality - e.g., rigid gender roles and identities, weak support for gender equality, masculine organisational cultures and masculine
sense of entitlement

cultural norms around violence - e.g. social norms and practices that are
violence-supportive, weak sanctions against violence/violence against
women, and previous exposure to violence

a lack of access to resources and support systems - e.g. support for the
privacy and autonomy of the family, unequal distribution of material resources, limited access to systems of support (VicHealth, 2007).
The Royal Commission into family violence highlighted the importance of education for children that teaches about respectful relationships, gender equity and
challenging stereotypes. In 2014-15, ‘Respectful Relationships’ education in
schools was trialed across 19 schools, reaching 1700 teachers and 4000 students and was found to have had a positive effect on students’ attitudes,
knowledge and skills, and school policies, culture and ethos.
Key aims in the ‘respectful Relationships’ program include:




promote equal and respectful relations between men, women, boys and
girls
promote non-violent social norms and reduce the effects of prior exposure
to violence
promote access to resources and systems of support (VicHealth, 2007).

The findings for the evaluation trial showed the program had positive impacts on
student’s attitudes, knowledge and skills and showed the beginnings of change
in school policies, culture and ethos.
The findings also highlighted that to build respect and equity into the cultural
makeup of a school means looking beyond the curriculum and taking a wholeschool approach. This means going beyond curriculum delivery alone, to create
more gender equal and respectful attitudes, behaviours, structures and practices
across the school culture.
Here at school we have begun the ‘Respectful Relationships’ journey. We have
undertaken professional development, surveyed staff understandings and developed a whole school Action Plan. In Term 4 teachers will begin teaching the
course after a ‘RR Parent Information Night’ is held here at school.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care program is open daily from 3.30—6.30pm. Parents must fill in a registration form
and give 24 hours notice of attendance for casual bookings. The program is held in the F-2 building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton 0438 636 207 for any questions about Family Day Care. Families not enrolled in
the Family Day Care program will need a form from the office should you want to use this program.

GENERAL NOTEs


‘JUNE 3 WAY INTERVIEWS’—Teachers are offering 3 way June interviews—parent, child, teacher. Please fill in the
form and return ASAP.



WINTER JEANS—Children may wear jeans, or casual pants, every Friday to school for the winter months only. A
gold coin is expected if children are out of uniform. School jumpers and tops must be worn. SRC will decide how this
money is spent. We anticipate raising at least $30 every Friday with a total of $300 raised over ten weeks. So far for
two Fridays we have $24.00. Please support this SRC initiative.



SCHOOL UNIFORM—School uniform must be worn each day to school. Children are expected to wear plain black
shoes, or sneakers, plain black track pants and regulation jumpers. Families who do the right thing have problems
when other children see that the school uniform is not worn eg. Pants with stripes and coloured shoes.



ABSCENCES—School attendance is mandated by the government. Parents must inform the school of their child’s
absence and the reason. We have to code student absences according to set criteria. If children are away for just 10
days a year, this equates to the loss of 6 months over the 13 years of schooling. Absence can contribute to anxiety in
children as they fall behind or miss vital information to consolidate learning. Many classroom tasks are run over
several days so missing one day makes catching up very hard. As the cold weather sets in it can be hard to get up in
the morning. Children must understand that going to school is ‘not-negotiable,’ unless they are sick.



TWINSIE DAY—Children can join up with friends to dress up as a twin or triplet or a group. Teachers will check with
children that they have a twin. There will be a parade at 9.10 am on Thursday June 21. On the oval, weather
permitting.



ICE— Please be careful around the school on frosty mornings as steps, decks, ramps and grassy slopes are very
slippery.

CLASSROOM NEWS
MRS KENDALL F-2
Over the past few weeks, we have been finalizing our topics we have been focusing on throughout Term 2. I would like to say how proud I am of all
the students in my class. They have all been working so hard and you can really see them starting to grow and develop within their learning, but
also in the social aspects! Great efforts had by all!
In Literacy, students have been working on their reading and writing goals and we will be discussing new goals for them to achieve next term. We
have been working on making sure our handwriting is neater and adding more detail to our writing by adding synonyms, verbs and adjectives.
In mathematics, students have been showing their understanding of what they have learnt over the past Semester by completing post assessments.
We have also be reflecting on what we have learnt around statistics and data, addition and subtraction, measurement and number.
For Inquiry, we have learnt about what Indigenous people would eat and how they would gather it, then we compared it to, what we eat and how
we gather it. For Buddies on Tuesday 19th June, we made shelters in the Pine Forest, to demonstrate our understanding of how they would have
built their houses. We also compared these through a Venn diagram focusing on the differences and similarities.
Lastly, I would like to finish with saying thank you to all of the parents who have offered their time, support and assistance over the past semester.
It is a real joy coming to work and seeing the smiling faces of students and parents. I hope to see most of you at the three-way interviews next
Tuesday 26th June, so that we can discuss your child’s learning and talk about any concerns or queries you may have.

MISS BAWDEN 3/4
To finish up our learning about South America and Africa this week we have been working hard to fill the gaps in our
knowledge and make comparisons between our Southern Hemisphere neighbours.
Having received their first task on Google Classroom, students have worked in groups to create presentations on
Google Slides that show information about two countries of Africa, two countries of South America, and Australia,
making observations and comparisons about their similarities and differences. We’ve learned a lot about how to use
the search engine Google effectively, talk about our learning, and complete more research if we haven’t understood
the information that we’ve read.
One interesting thing that we did was use ‘My Maps’ on Google Apps to ‘measure’ Australia’s area and compare it
with other countries around the world. We were amazed to find that there is such a mix of country sizes throughout
Africa and South America and cannot believe how many people they can fit in such tiny places! After researching
about the country’s foods, animals and living conditions, we’re feeling pretty fortunate to live here in Australia but
also pretty keen to keep learning about other countries around the world.

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

Another busy fortnight has ensued in the 5/6 Classroom. We have had students off
to Archery each Wednesday afternoon; Maths Olympiad and Games competitions; a
School Spectacular rehearsal, and all whilst we are learning about mould and yeast in
Science, our bodily functions in Health, Subtraction in Mathematics and Information
reports in Writing. The students have loved putting together a photo story of their
camp journey and we have seen lots of lovely memories highlighted throughout their
stories. With our buddies we did some wonderful hut building in the pine forest. The
students worked so well in teams and we were all delighted with the outcome. The
huts are still assembled and you are welcome to come and have a look. This week and
next we will be having lots of fun in the kitchen, cooking up a storm, and finishing off
our science projects. Have a lovely week!

ART ROOM NEWS

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy our play break.
Term Two
Thursdays, 9—11.30am: June 28
Term Three
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: July 26, August 16, September 6
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 18, November 8 and 22, December 6, (9-2.30pm)
Come and join us for our Christmas Concert, held on December 19 at DCPS.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Look out for information about an exciting community raffle we will take part in! It is ‘The Great Community
Raffle’ run by the Rotary Club of Emerald and districts. We will have 1,000 tickets to sell so get ready! More
information soon. Tickets will sell at $2.00 each.
1st Prize: Holden Equinox LS - $29,990 Drive Away
2nd Prize: $1000 Westfield Gift Card
3rd Prize: $500 Westfield Gift Card

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 SRC Special Event Days
July 25

Pyjama Day

August 22

Book Character Dress up

September 21

Footy Colours

October 31

Halloween

November 21

Pet Competition

December 20

Games Day

Wear your PJs for the Day

Dress up as your favourite book character

Wear your footy colours—Any Code

Wear a spooky costume for the day

Bring along your pet at 2:30 for the competition—
Smallest, cutest, biggest, hairiest, oldest etc
Bring along your favourite board game and snack

Parenting Anxious Children
Yarra Junction Primary School
Monday 13th August, 6.00 - 7.30pm
Does your child worry, feel anxious and seem stressed at times?
Would you like to gain a greater understanding of anxiety and learn some helpful strategies to support your
child?
Learning to cope with anxiety, stress and fear, whilst a normal part of your child’s development, can be deeply
challenging not only for children but also for parents and the family unit as a whole.
This information session will cover:
Understanding the role of anxiety and normal childhood development
The signs and symptoms in your children
Types of anxiety disorders
What’s helpful and not helpful
Methods and strategies to support your children
Relaxation techniques and tools, mindfulness, breathing etc.
Where to go for more information/help
COST: $5 for parents of students attending Yarra Junction Primary School

TWINSY DAY

