DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

February 16, 2017

Upcoming Events
Wednesday February 22
5/6 Kayaking @ Lillydale Lake
Thursday February 23
Year Two Sleep Over
Friday February 24th
Comm Bank Start Smart
Monday February 27
Hawthorn FC Clinic 2:30-3:30
Friday March 3
Family Fun Afternoon
Tuesday March 7
Swimming Carnival (Healesville)
Monday March 13
LABOUR DAY - SCHOOL
CLOSED
Tuesday March 14
School Photos
Friday March 17
CERES Excursion
Saturday March 25
Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser
Monday March 27
Leadership Conference
Thursday March 30
AFL Girls Gala Day
FORMS DUE BACK:
Consent Forms
- Headlice
- Photography
- Google Apps
- Internet Access

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Hayley Bawden
Wow! How time flies when you’re having fun.
We have hit the end of Week Three already!
Walking around the classrooms, it has been
fantastic to see how well the students have
settled into their new classes. The
atmosphere in the yard has been equally
lovely to observe, with students enjoying
their recess and lunch breaks as well.
We have had a few busy weeks, starting with
a visit from St Johns last Friday. Students
right across the school learned about how to
keep themselves and others safe and
explored CPR and basic first aide. Following
that same theme, we have also practised our
lock down and ‘shelter in place’ drills. It is
important to practise these regularly so that
students are prepared if they are faced with
an emergency situation. If you find you are
spending extended amounts of time here,
please ensure that you are also familiar with
our processes. There are many posters
around the school you can refer to or you
can chat with Kerrie about it in the office.
We are so lucky to all play a part in our
beautiful little school. There is a lot that goes
on around here and we could not enjoy the
things that we do without the countless hours

2017 TERM DATES
Term 1: 31 Jan to 31 March
(2:30 finish)

Term 3: 17 July to 22
September (2:30 finish)
Term 4: 9 October to 22
December (1:30 finish)

Tomorrow’s 9am assembly will be a special
one, with local Member of Parliament, Cindy
McLeish, coming to present Millie Schabel
and James Maffescioni with their Captaincy
badges. We are very fortunate that Cindy
has made time to come and visit us and
thank her greatly in advance. The House
Captains will also receive their captaincy
badges. I look forward to seeing you there.
While I’m in the Acting Role, I will be aiming
to pop around to all of the rooms and be
present in the yard. If there’s anything you
would like to discuss with me, please feel
free to make a time with Kerrie to come and
have a chat.

Emergency contact
details

Term 2: 18 Apr (Tues) to 30
June (2:30 finish)

that are
spent by
teachers,
students
and our
community
to make it
what it is. Our classes have now settled into
their regimes and ask if anyone would like to
come in and help out. We hope to have one
or two classroom reps for each classroom
and that they will be able to help arrange for
other parents to help out in the classrooms
with activities such as cooking, reading and
small group work. If you feel like you or a
family member would like to help out in our
classrooms, please contact your child’s
teacher or Kerrie. Some smaller ways that
you can help are to bring in a box of tissues
for your child’s classroom and once your
child finishes their homework, can you
please correct it before it is returned.

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477
email: dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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EVERY DAY COUNTS
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things are school every day – missing school puts them
behind.
Why it’s important
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education
begin with students coming to school each and every day. If students miss school regularly, they
miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later years of
school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind,
and can affect their educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with progressively lower
achievement in numeracy, writing and reading.

Get in early
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the
early years of school will often continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test
scores than their classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early
years of primary school. If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do
to ensure they don’t fall behind:


Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep
up.



Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the
plan.

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher.

Students of the week
Each week at assembly we celebrate students who have excelled in demonstrating our REACH Values throughout
the week. Well done to our award winners from Week One and Two:
Amity Evans
Emily Allison

Cobie Ralis Will Jones Curtis Adamson Tarj Nicholls
Earl Jones Emily Cross Ella Deefholts Tully Bartlett

Ben Murray Connor Ewan Aidan Smith
Jack Stephens Lucas Lee Billy Evans
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Spotlight on Writing
To celebrate the introduction of Writer’s Notebook across the school, we are turning our focus onto our students
as Authors. Each Newsletter we will be celebrating our students writing successes . Each day we see the huge level
of effort that your children put into their work and we’d like you to see it too! This week we’ve got some work from
Mr Murray’s 2/3 Class. Here are some writing pieces from Grace, Kade and Tildy. Tildy's is about her holidays, and
Kade's and Grace's are short stories about a character they created in class.

THANK YOU
Thank you to all of those who attended our Annual Information Night on
Tuesday and a BIG thank you to our teachers and support staff who have
been working overtime to set up rooms, curriculum and organising information night.
Thank you to Tracy and Cindy for the countless hours that they are putting
in to organise Parents Club activities for the year.
Lastly, thank you to Emma Moore, Kerrie McMurray and Ruth Bartlett for
volunteering for car parking on February 5th.

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOMS
MRS POPE F/1
The F/1 students had a lovely afternoon reuniting with their buddies

from 2016 last week. They explored the school ground and discussed
the uses and rules of the different buildings and areas of the school
ground. Then they all enjoyed playing a game on the oval together.
This week, they worked together to produce their version of a map of
the school! It was wonderful watching them work together, with the older
students guiding the positioning of the different features of our school onto a map.
The Buddies program helps younger students, especially Foundation students, feel safe and valued within the school community. Because of the
school numbers, the Grade 1’s are fortunate to have another year with a
special Buddy. We are all looking forward to watching these relationships
grow and develop throughout the year as our new students settle into
their school life at Dixons Creek P.S.

MR MURRAY 2/3
This week in 2/3M we have been focusing on connecting to texts when
reading. This is a really important skill in our Reading Powers and one the
students are excelling at. In 2/3M whenever the students read a book they
need to ask themselves, “What does this piece of text remind me of?”
Here you can see some of the awesome connections the students had to ‘I
Wanna be Famous’. This skill is very easily transferred to the home environment, and would be great for use in home readers, all you need is a pen,
and some sticky notes and you are ready to go.

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM
It was lovely to be back in the art room this week with the children all very excited to share their
creative energy. The F/1 children are doing a unit on Collage, 2/3's and 3/4's Construction and
5/6's Drawing. The art installation from the 2016 graduating class has been erected on the wall
bordering the bird attracting garden near the school pedestrian entrance and looks great. A reminder to keep collecting plastic screw-top lids for the art room too please, eg. milk/juice carton,
Vegemite, peanut butter, soft drink and water bottles, etc.
Amanda Hull

MR FALLON 3/4

This week’s contribution comes from Sophie Freeman.
This week we were studying the stages of sleep.
We did a lot of group tasks. If you come into the
3/4B classroom you will see them hanging up.
3/4B have been exploring Exposition writing and
talked about the topic, “Should Kids Decide Their
Own Bedtime?” I don’t think they should. The reason why Mr Fallon chose this question was because it makes us think about our own sleeping
habits and how it changes how we feel.

MRS SCHABEL 5/6

Welcome back to 2017, and a wonderful new year in the classroom. In the past two
weeks we have been getting to know each other, introducing the students to new routines and working out our goals for the year. We have started our new integrated studies
topic of ‘Energy matters’ and in Maths we’ve been revising our knowledge of place value
and graphing. Importantly we have been researching what it means to be ‘Cybersafe’ in
line with national Cyber Safety week. The students presented their findings and posters
to the school at assembly last Friday.

