DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

February 15, 2018

Upcoming Events
School Captain Badge
Assembly—Cindy McLeish
Responsible Pet
Ownership Incursion F-2
Friday February 16
Kayaking Yrs 3-6
‘Meet and Greet’ Night
Thursday February 22
District Swimming Sports
Friday February 23
School Council Meeting
Monday February 26—6pm
Yarra Valley FM
Thursday March 1
Swimming Carnival—F-6
Tuesday March 6
Family Fun Night
Friday March 9
School Photos
Tuesday March 13

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018

Term 1: 29 January
(school teachers start)
to 29 March
(Thursday) *
Term 2: 16 April to 29
June
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
Last year School Council decided that
anyone who volunteers at the school, who
works directly with children and not in the
same room as the teacher, will need a
current ‘Working With Children’ card.
Usually parents are exempt from needing
this card if:
‘You are a parent volunteering in an activity
in which your child participates, or normally
participates.’
Many schools are now requiring parents to
have a current card if they volunteer in their
child’s school in any capacity. We have said
that if a parent remains in the same room,
under the constant direction of a teacher,
they do not need a card.

You must complete an
online application form
before you lodge your application. Go to
Apply for a Check, then select ‘Apply in
Victoria.’ To submit your application, follow
the steps below.
You will need to finalise your application at
a participating Victorian Australia Post
outlet. If you verified your identity online:



show counter staff the barcode in the
email you received from
workingwithchildren@smarteform.co
m.au on a smart phone or a printed
copy



present one acceptable proof of
identity document that includes your
photo, such as your Australian
passport or driver’s licence

Parents who volunteer, and are not working
in the same room as the teacher, need to
have a card. These activities would include:



Small group leadership on excursions



Volunteering on camps



Driving children to ‘parent choice’
sporting activities in car—pooling
arrangements



Cooking in the kitchen



Supervising sporting groups on the
oval



Hearing children read outside the
classroom



Assisting with the school swimming
program



Head lice checks

CONTACT DETAILS
Dixons Creek Primary School 1585
1815 Melba Highway
Dixons Creek Victoria 3775
Phone: 5965 2282 fax: 5965 2477 email:
dixons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au



pay the non-refundable fee, if you are
applying for an Employee Check.
Volunteer Checks are free
Australia Post will take your photo at no
charge. The Check reviews criminal history
records across your lifetime, from Victoria
Police, the police of other Australian states
and territories and the Australian Federal
Police.
The Check also examines reports from
Corrections Victoria, the Department of
Health and Human Services’ Child Protection
Unit, court jurisdictions, information provided
by organisations and other relevant sources.
The check looks for sexual, violent or drug
offences.
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Sharon Walker and Hayley Bawden have been attending sessions to support the
introduction, in 2018, of the ‘Respectful Relationships’ program.

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

‘The Government is investing $21.8 million over two years to roll out a holistic approach
to Respectful Relationships across schools and early childhood services. This approach
will support the delivery of respectful relationships education, through the new Victorian
Curriculum across all year levels.
The unacceptably high rates of family violence, in particular violence against women
and their children, are well documented. We know that cultural change is necessary and
that educational settings can play an integral role in this. Evidence shows that schools
and early childhood services can play a powerful role in changing this story for future
generations.
A good education is about more than simply getting good marks. It is about becoming a
member of society and succeeding in life – knowing how to build respectful relationships
is key to achieving this.
Evidence presented to the Royal Commission into Family Violence was clear that schoolbased prevention is effective to reduce the incidence of family violence.
Recommendations handed down by the Royal Commission as part of their report reflect
the evidence that school-based efforts are required as a long-term prevention strategy.
The Royal Commission into Family Violence specifically recommended the Victorian
Government mandate Respectful Relationships into schools.
Source: DET Website http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/
Pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx
The ‘Respectful Relationships’ program is part of our social and emotional learning
curricula and teaches children how to:

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you!



Develop empathy for others and understand positive relationships



Work effectively in teams and develop leadership skills



Recognise personal qualities



Understand identity



Understand the physical/social changes and transitions within puberty



Investigate and evaluate services/strategies that promote health and wellbeing



Understand the concept of ‘belonging’



Know the media’s influence on attitudes, beliefs and behaviours



Identify difference in ourselves and others



Identify strategies to face new or challenging situations



Develop confidence, adaptability and self-reflections



Identify family differences



Examine differences in people



Recognise stereotypes and discrimination



Know the personal, social and cultural factors that influence our relationships



Recognise and regulate emotions

Parents who attended the Information Night last week had an overview of the program
given by Hayley Bawden. The program is taught in the classrooms by the classroom
teachers. Kylie and Elysha will attend training in March. The resource books are available
for parents to look at in the classrooms. Please see your classroom teacher for any
further information.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

TISSUES NEEDED

Every child is asked to bring a named box of 200+ tissues to their classroom please. We do not have a budget for tissues and they are really
needed once the cooler weather begins. Thank you.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Our Family Day Care program at school is underway. It is open daily from 8- 9am and 3.30—6.30pm.
Parents must fill in a registration form and give 24 hours notice of attendance for casual bookings. The
program is held in the F-2 building.
Ring Enabelle Quinton 0438 636 207 for any questions about Family Day Care. Families not enrolled in
the Family Day Care program will need a form from the office should you want to use this program.
Please note that all children who arrive at school before 8.45am, and are not supervised by a parent,
must be supervised at before school care now we have this option.

THANK YOU
The school grounds look fabulous thanks to some really hard working and dedicated parents.
Thank you to Sue Smith for her work on the veggie boxes and the library/staffroom pathway. Both look
great and Sue worked in such hot weather. We all thank you!
Thank you to Wayne Morris for his painting of the gazebo. One more coat and it will be just beautiful. We
are forever grateful!
Thank you to Mark Hull, Robert Burpee, Shane Webb—Collins, Dave Ewan and Rick Maffescioni for all
volunteering to mown the lawns on Saturday. Once again your work is truly appreciated.

CLASSROOM NEWS
YEARS F-2 KENDALL
Over the past two weeks, we have hit the ground running. The F-1 children have been learning about our letter names
and sounds through the Letterland program combined with a Synthetic Phonics approach. The Year 2 children have
been completing word family lists and using dictionaries. F-2 students have been completing some all about me
activities and have started talking about ‘Gratitude,’ creating a front cover for their journals with picture of things that
make them feel happy.
We have also been starting to write recounts and understanding why these are important and how they should be
written. Students have been focusing on their hand writing and will continue to work more on this over the term. On
Friday, the F-1 group talked about the letter n and words that start with n such as nests. We then talked about how
birds make their nests and what they might put into their nests. We ventured out into the yard with a brown paper
bag and a paper plate, students had to search the school yard for twigs, sticks, bright string and grass. Then they glued
the objects they found onto their paper plates.
During numeracy, we have been focusing on number, tessellations, patterns and dot patterns. Students created a lady
bug that represented a dot pattern and also found other ways to make their chosen number. Everyone has been
working so hard the past two week and I am looking forward to the learning that will continue throughout the year.

YEARS 3/4 BAWDEN:

The 3/4 class have jumped straight into work this term, exploring the world around
us in a variety of ways. We have been watching BTN (Behind the News) to learn
about what’s going on in the world and make us think critically about what we hear
and see. Students particularly liked learning about the Super Blue Blood Moon and
some very young entrepreneurs.
Students have also been learning about the heroes around us, exploring the stories
of famous heroes as well as less familiar ones. The favourite book in our class is
‘Goodnight Stories for Rebel Girls’. This week we have been focusing in on
superheroes and how their strengths can help them achieve great things. I’m
looking forward to seeing what we can find out next week when we delve further
into what makes a person a hero and start hunting for the heroes that walk
amongst us.

YEARS 5/6 SCHABEL /FALLON
With Mrs walker we have been focussing on our personal character strengths. In groups we discussed what character
traits are and how we identify our strengths and weaknesses. It was interesting to sit down and think about ourselves and how we interact with others. We all had to understand terms like loyalty, gratitude, reliability, courage
etc. and to know what actions show these character traits. We were all very honest when thinking about ourselves.
Yesterday we learnt about the ‘Pillars of a Great Life.’ Mrs Walker asked us to think about what foundations we need
to build a highly successful and happy life. We brainstormed in our groups and came up with many great ideas such
as a healthy diet, sufficient sleep, exercise regime but we found it harder to think of things life self discipline, goal
setting and positive self image.
Over the coming weeks we will be covering the Personal and Social Capabilities part of the Victorian Curriculum.
Most of this content is about understanding ourselves and others. We learn how our reactions and emotions affect
others. We will also learn about conflicts that may occur in our peer groups and how they can be resolved.

ART ROOM NEWS

MEET AND
GREET SESSIONS
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
DATES
We are once again offering the ‘Meet and Greet’ sessions for parents to meet with the classroom teachers and convey
any relevant information about their child. Parents know their children best and have information about them that
would assist classroom teachers to tailor educational and social experiences for each child.
Not everyone will need to attend these sessions however if your child has a new teacher in 2018, these sessions may be
useful.
The sessions will be held on Thursday, February 22 from 3.45pm until 5.45pm. Your child will have brought home a
time slip. Please return this ASAP. Session times will be allocated according to when the form was returned to Kerrie.
Please note these sessions are for parents to give information to the classroom teacher. They are not for the teacher to
give progress information or assessment results. The teachers will be there to listen and make appropriate notes.

PARENT CLUB NEWS
Once again Parent Club will be running the popular ‘Family Fun Night’ this year. It is a chance
for parents, children and school staff to all relax and enjoy each others company. Book in
Friday March 9 from 5.30—8pm.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values for m the basis of our student
SCHOOL OATH
oath also.
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

