DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

August 30, 2018

Upcoming Events
5/6 Yarra Valley FM
Performance
Thursday August 30
F-2 Photo Trail
Friday August 31st
eSmart Week
September 3—7
Yr 5/6 NGV Excursion
Thursday September 6
Year 3/4 Tabloid Sports Day
Friday September 7
F-6 Sports Gala Day
Tuesday September 18
End of Term 3 Footy Colours
Friday September 21—2.30pm
F-6 Swimming Program
October 29—November 9
Yr 3/4 Beechworth Camp
November 12-14

DUE BACK:
Complete Parent
Opinion Survey online
SCHOOL FEES 2018

TERM DATES 2018
Term 3: 16 July to 21
September
Term 4: 8 October to 21
December

2019
Term 1: 29 January (school
teachers start) to 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April to 28 June
Term 3: 15 July to 20
September
Term 4: 7 October to 20
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker

It is great to be back at school
despite the unfortunate
circumstances of my recent leave.
The last few weeks have been very
difficult and I have appreciated the
kind words from children, parents
and staff. As our parents get older
we may all be faced with difficult
decisions about how to care for
them as they age. My mother and
father live independently and dad
still drives at 90 years of age. To
have such a devastating fall at
their age threw my whole world
into chaos.
I know there was some disruption
at school but I really appreciated
the compassion and empathy
shown by the school community.
Thank you to Hayley Bawden for
acting as principal during my leave.
Also thank you to School Council
for their continuous support and
understanding. We have been
fortunate at DCPS to have always
had a School Council that supports
the staff in their work. It is a council
that puts the welfare of the total
school community first.
It is important to me that I finish my
last weeks at this school in a
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positive and very
special way. I have
so many memories of this school
that will stay with me forever.
When I opened the school gate for
the first time in 2002, there were
18 students enrolled here with one
teacher and a principal. The oval
was mud, there was only one
concrete path to a dilapidated old
toilet, the children were all taught
in the now library classroom and
we had no heating or cooling. I did
not have an office for many years.
Still, visitors to the school
marvelled at the beautiful grounds
and the peaceful views.
Over these sixteen years I have
worked with many dedicated,
passionate staff. Several still call
each term to wish me luck with the
work ahead.
I look forward to the coming weeks
when the principal position for
2019 will be advertised, and this
school can look forward to a new
chapter in its history. I can only
hope I will be judged as a
competent custodian of its history
and leave the school in the hands
of a great new principal.
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!

In March 2014, new legislation was enacted to ensure students with
poor attendance are identified and interventions are implemented with
families. When a child reaches 5 ‘unexplained’ absences in a year, the
principal is required to intervene with a plan to improve that child’s
attendance at school.
If attendance does not improve the school principal must escalate
the case. The amendments to legislation provide a clearer process
for escalating issues of non-attendance.
School Attendance Officers are empowered by ETRA to issue School
Attendance Notices if they have reasonable grounds to believe—
 a child who is enrolled at a registered school has been absent
from the school on at least 5 separate days in the previous 12
months; and
 no reasonable excuse has been given for the absences; and
 measures to improve the student's attendance have been undertaken in accordance with any guidelines issued by the Minister
and have been unsuccessful; or are considered to be inappropriate in the circumstances.
School Attendance Officers are empowered by ETRA to issue Infringement Notices if they have reason to believe a parent has failed to
comply with a School Attendance Notice or School Enrolment Notice.
It is intended that Infringement Notices will only be issued as a very
last resort.
Daily school attendance is important for young people to succeed in
education and to ensure they don’t fall behind both socially and developmentally. Young people who regularly attend school and complete
Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health outcomes,
better employment outcomes, and higher incomes across their lives.
School participation is important as it maximises life opportunities for
young people, by providing them with education and support networks. School helps people to develop important skills, knowledge
and values which set them up for further learning and participation in
their community.
The school places great importance in all students being at school on
time, every day the school is open for instruction.
It is vital that children feel education is important to their parents. A
day here or there can add up significantly when seen in the context of
the school year. Children with low absence rates have greater continuity of learning because they do not miss vital instruction.
When your child is sick and unable to attend school please phone or
write a letter stating the reason. If no explanation is given these days
are recorded as ‘unexplained.’ Late arrivals are also recorded.
As parents we need to ensure our children attend school and know ‘It
Is Not OK To Be Away’ unless ill.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

AFTER SCHOOL FAMILY DAY CARE
Unfortunately we are not able to offer Family Day Care for the rest of this term. Ena, our educator, is
unavailable and we have not been able to find a replacement. We apologise for the short notice, and for
the inconvenience this causes.
In emergency situations, families who have used this service regularly, and need care for their children,
can contact the principal for advice.

ARTROOM NEWS

CLASSROOM NEWS—BOOK WEEK
MRS KENDALL F-2

MISS BAWDEN 3/4

MRS SCHABEL / MR FALLON 5/6

GREAT NEWS
Channel 9 ‘Today Show’
Over the past fortnight we have had some great things happening in the school. We were all very excited to
host the Channel 9 ’Today Show’ on Monday August 27. It was a very early start to the day with some
children here for the pre-recorded footage at 6.40am. We had many more here for the 7.50am live cross
from the school.
The ’Today Show’ was here to interview Peter Charleton, Chelea’s dad, about his charity work, especially his
recent support for the Dargo farming community. Peter spoke brilliantly and with passion on his support for
drought relief. We were privileged to be a part of this live cross and thank Peter for this opportunity to have
our little rural school on national television!
We would also like to support Peter with his fundraising so if any of the school community have an idea for
an activity—please see the staff.

‘Kids Teaching Kids’ Conference
We are very excited that our school has been chosen to present at the ‘Kids Teaching Kids’ conference at
Edendale Farm on Friday September 7. Our children will present their work on the ‘Firestick Project.’ This is a
fabulous opportunity for our children and we thank Mrs Schabel, Mr Fallon, Mr Brett Ellis, and the children,
for all their work over the past two years.
On Monday September 3, Mrs. Schabel, Miss Bawden and some of our Year 5/6 children will travel into the
city to attend the ‘Resilience Awards.’ Our application was based around the ‘Firestick’ project work so we
are hoping to win!

2019 Foundation
TransitionDATES
dates
GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Please take note of these dates for current pre-school children to attend our transition sessions. Let others
know! The children will complete Literacy and Numeracy activities and enjoy our play break.
Term Three
September 6
Term Four
Thursdays, 9-11.30am: October 18, November 8 and 22, December 6, (92.30pm)
Come and join us for our Christmas Concert, held on December 19 at DCPS.

PARENT CLUB NEWS

Don’t forget to pick up your Fathers Day gifts
from the office!

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our students of the week are chosen for their demonstration of the school’s REACH values—resilience, energy,
accountability, caring and honesty. These values form the basis of our student oath also.
SCHOOL OATH
I will always REACH to be my best at
school, at home and in my
community.
I will be resilient and bounce back
from sadness and defeat
All my energy will be used to do my
very best in all that I do
I will be accountable to myself and
others for my choices
Caring for others is always
important to me
I strive to be honest with myself
and others
I AM PROUD TO BE A STUDENT AT
DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 SRC Special Event Days
Wear your footy colours—Any Code

September 21

Footy Colours

October 31

Halloween

November 21

Pet Competition

Bring along your pet at 2:30 for the competition—
Smallest, cutest, biggest, hairiest, oldest etc

December 20

Games Day

Bring along your favourite board game and snack
food to share

Gold Coin—Special Lunch
Wear a spooky costume for the day
Bring orange food to share for morning tea

BOOK WEEK DRESS UP DAY

