DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

April 20, 2017

Upcoming Events
ANZAC Day
Tuesday April 25 SCHOOL
CLOSED
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
Monday May 1
KINDER PARENTS OPEN DAY
Wednesday May 3
CAR PARKING
Sunday May 7
NAPLAN TESTING YRS 3 AND
5
May 9-11
OREINTEERING F-2
Monday May 15
TOOLANGI EXCURSION
Wednesday May 17
CURRICULUM DAY
Monday May 22
CROSS COUNTRY
Friday May 26
CAR PARKING
Sunday June 4

DUE BACK:
SCHOOL FEES 2017

2017 TERM DATES
Term 1: 30 January (school
teachers start) to 31 March
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June
Term 3: 17 July to 22
September
Term 4: 9 October to 22
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to
be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRINCIPAL PREAMBLE
Sharon Walker
Welcome back to Term 2. This term is
eleven weeks so will be a long, and
mostly cold, one!
As you know, I had a total right hip
replacement on February 1 of this year. I
basically spent eight weeks in bed when
I was not walking or doing my physical
therapy. In the last few weeks I have
been building up the leg muscles and
trying to regain stamina. Finally I am
beginning to feel like my old self except
for some stinging pain where bone is
growing around the stem and into the
socket cup.
I know the community want to say a
huge thank you to Hayley Bawden for
her passion and energy as acting
principal. I have received so much praise
for Hayley’s leadership of the school
during Term 1. I also endorse this praise
and cannot thank Hayley highly enough
for the way she led the school
community. I have been careful to
ensure succession planning for the
school as my principal contract draws to
an end next year.
The mood around the school this year is
outstanding. Yesterday staff sat in the
sun at play time and enjoyed seeing the
children all playing happily with many
mixed age groups. The classroom
climates are excellent and we are sure
the student attitudes to school will be
very high this year.
It is also great to see so many happy
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relaxed parents at
school. Thank you to
all those families who helped at the
Bunnings BBQ, Working Bee and have
placed their names on the car parking
roster. Your children will benefit from
seeing you prioritise their education. A
huge thank you to Mark Hull and Robert
Burpee for ensuring the school grounds
were ready for Term 2.
Our staffing is now set for the rest of the
year. We all thank Margot Pope and Rob
Fallon for their outstanding work in the
first term. Your contributions to the
school, and children, were so
appreciated.
You will also be aware that Melanie
Jacobs has a temporary transfer to
Lysterfield Primary School for the
remainder of this year. Melanie is
ongoing at DCPS until such time she
secures an ongoing position elsewhere.
We wish Melanie well in her temporary
position.
We are currently planning our 2017
Foundation Transition sessions. If you
know of any prospective 2017
Foundation students please ask those
families to contact the school for further
information.
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CHILDREN AND BAD NEWS EVENTS
During the first weeks of this year there have been many traumatic news events here
and around the world. As parents it is important that we understand the impact this
instant media coverage has on children of school age. The tips found below will be
helpful and keep us mindful of being there for our children in times of stress.

Young children
can be
particularly
sensitive to bad
news coverage
— especially
those around
pre-school, and
primary age,
who may worry
that the same
sort of thing is
going to happen
to them and
their family.

Foundation
Transition 2017

First session;
Wednesday May
24

1. Do limit viewing time, but don't try to keep it a secret
While it's important to protect children from excessive media coverage, Professor Raphael said parents shouldn't try to shield their children from these types of events when
they happen.
"Keeping it a secret is not possible in this day and age. It's when you try to hide it that it
becomes more terrifying or more strange for a child, so it's really important for parents
to explain what's happened and to comfort the child," Professor Raphael said.
2. Be with them when they are seeing or reading stories
Dr Burke said if parents explain what is happening to children, they can help them to
better understand what is going on and reassure them if they are feeling worried or
anxious.
"That way we can be there to hear what misunderstandings they might have and correct those misperceptions, so they have a better understanding of it," she said.
Professor Raphael said by speaking to children about their feelings, parents could also
help their children build emotional literacy.
"You can help them to give names to the feelings they've got, and saying they are feeling sad and developing a naming vocabulary for the feelings they're having … These are
valuable conversations to have."
3. Remind them good things happen too
"All it [the news] does is keep showing you hurt, and not the strengths and courage and
good things that people do to help everyone," Professor Raphael said.
So reminding your child that good things happen in the world can be helpful.
4. Provide comfort and affection
In most cases children are upset, rather than traumatised, and Dr Burke said this was
not necessarily a bad thing, as it gave children and their carers an opportunity to have
difficult conversations.
"It's an opportunity for parents to have conversations with children about losing people
that you love, or losing things that you love, or how to grieve, and that crying is okay,
and talking about how you are feeling is okay," she said.
5. Distract them with a game or new activity
While shielding your child entirely from coverage of negative news events is not helpful
or practical, there does come a time when enough is enough.
Keeping viewing time to a minimum and then moving on to a new activity afterwards
helps limit the time a child has to dwell on negative news coverage by refocusing their
attention.
So head outdoors together, play a game, or simply watch something else on the television.
For more on helping your child cope with the impact of disaster-related news coverage,
visit the Trauma and Grief Network website.
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SUGGESTION BOX
If you have some great ideas for the school, and are willing to help
achieve them, please leave your suggestions in the box on the office
reception desk. Please write all suggestions on the designated form
available from Kerrie.

STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 2017
The Department of Education conduct three opinion surveys each year: Student Attitudes, Parent Opinion and
Staff opinion. The ‘Student Attitudes to School’ survey has included only Years 5 and 6 previously. For the first
time Year 4 children will be given this survey to complete on May 22.
The surveys are completed at school, then sent to the department for collation. Around August of each year
schools are sent their results. Over 2015 and 2016 we saw a drop in our results in relation to school
connectedness. We have worked to give children a voice and to ensure they feel safe at school.

2017 SCHOOL REVIEW

This year is a review year for the school. Back in 2014 we formulated new goals, and targets, for the
period 2014—2017. These goals are found in a document called the, ‘School Strategic Plan.’ It is now
time to assess our progress against those goals and targets.
The first step in the process is a self evaluation where we analyse what was achieved. Hayley Bawden
has actively sought feedback throughout Term 1 and we are now ready to write the evaluation
document.
Our independent reviewer is Mr Darrell Mullins. He will be conducting the review over two days: July
26 and August 3. The review panel usually consists of: a School Council member, two principals from
other schools, myself and one or two teachers from this school.
Our 2016 Annual Report to the School Community has been written and will be endorsed at our next
School Council meeting. Parents may pick up a copy at the school office or view the report on our
website when it is uploaded in May.

The teacher’s have already been busily planning some fantastic learning activities for Term Two.
We’ve tried to plot out as many dates as we can, as you will see on the next page. Some things that
we’ve got planned are:

Premiers Reading Challenge - We’ve already signed up and are excited to get into it the program this term. We ae inviting parents to come into the classrooms at 3.15pm each day to record
your child’s books or read with children.

Firestick project - In the week of May 15 the senior school will be venturing into the Kinglake forest with some local and QLD Elder’s to learn about how Indigenous Australians have traditionally carried out controlled burns. We are very fortunate to have been offered this opportunity by the Yarra
Ranges Council.

INQUIRY UNITS TERM 2
F/1/2

3/4

5/6

Central Idea

Central Idea

Central Idea

“Communities share a history through
its people and places”

“People commemorate and remember
significant events”

Lines of Inquiry

Lines of Inquiry

“Nations have a history of migration and
have been developed by the contribution
of many cultures.”

Lines of Inquiry
- Significant events, commemoration and
celebrations in Australia and globally
- There are various reasons different people choose to migrate
- Communities have significant people,
- Communities change over time
sites and environmental features
- Varied migrant groups choose to settle
- Contributions by groups and individuals
in Australia
- Historical sites can have spiritual sigto our community
nificance
- Individuals and migrant groups have
influenced Australian culture
- Friends, families and communities
share past events

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE DATES

Lawns

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Sunday, 29 January

Sunday, 16 April

Sunday, 16 July

Saturday, 30 September

Sunday, 19 March
Working
Bee

Sunday, 19 March

Sunday, 26 November
Saturday, 20 May

Sunday, 27 August

Saturday, 28 October

DIXONS DATES
DATE

EVENT

Tuesday April 18
Tuesday April 25
Monday May 1
Wednesday May 3
Sunday May 7
Tues – Wed May 9 - 11
Monday May 15
Wednesday May 17
Monday May 22
Wednesday May 24

First day back at school
ANZAC DAY – School Closed
School Council meeting
Kinder Parents Open Morning

Friday May 26

National Sorry Day/Cross Country

Wednesday May 31
Friday June 2
Monday June 5
Monday June 12
Monday June 26
Friday June 30
Monday July 17
Friday July 28
Wednesday August 2

National Simultaneous Story time and Student Performance
Aussie Sports (senior grades)
‘Come and Try’ Art Transition session
Queen’s Birthday – School Closed
‘Come and Try’ Art Transition session
Last Day of School. Finish at 2:30. Assembly from 2:10pm
Term 3 begins
3/4 Skiing
Winter Round Robin

Friday August 4

5/6 Skiing /F - 4 Science Works Excursion (TBC)

Tuesday August 8
Wed – Fri August 23 - 25
Friday August 25
Friday September 8
Friday September 22
Monday October 9

3/4 Hooptime
3/4 Sovereign Hill Camp
5/6 Hooptime
3/4 Tabloid Sports
Last Day of School – Footy Day - Finish at 2:30. Assembly from 2:10pm
Term 4 begins

Friday October 27

3-6 Orienteering/World Teacher’s Day

Monday November 6
Tuesday November 7
Wednesday Nov 8 - 17
Friday November 10
November 13 - 17
Friday November 24
Friday December 8
Tuesday December 12
Tuesday December 19
Thursday December 21
Friday December 22

Curriculum Day – School Closed (TBA)
Melbourne Cup – School Closed
Swimming Lessons commence for F – 4
Summer Sports Round Robin
5/6 Karoonda Camp
Jump Rope for Heart ‘Jump Off Day’ - Heart Foundation Fundraiser
Triathlon
Design & Technology Open Night (TBC)
Christmas Picnic
Carols Night
Last day of School – 1:30 finish. 1:10 Assembly

Car Parking duty—Thank you families: Hull, Gabel, Oakley, Cross and Mr Murray

NAPLAN Testing
F-2 Orienteering
Firestick project Excursion to Toolangi
Curriculum Day – School Closed (TBC)
First Transition Session

PLEASE NOTE THAT HOT LUNCH ORDERS ARE NO LONGER OFFERED DUE TO LACK OF DEMAND.

YEAR 6 TO 7 TRANSITION FORMS
The Year 6 children will receive their transition information this week. Please ensure you know the date of return. Any
questions please see Kerrie or Kylie.

