DIXONS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 1585

December 20, 2018

Upcoming Events

Thursday December 20
Welcome Assembly at 9.00am
to Provisional principal Mrs
Darling /
Farewell to Mrs Walker
Year 6 Graduation
Friday December 21
Bring a board game.
Raffles drawn at 1pm
Assembly
Dismissal at 1.30pm

Term 1, 2019 January 30
Students start

DUE BACK:
Raffle tickets and money

2019
Term 1: 29 January (school
teachers start) to 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April to 28 June
Term 3: 15 July to 20
September
Term 4: 7 October to 20
December

Our vision for Dixons Creek Primary School is to empower students to
embrace learning; to achieve their personal best and to build their
emotional, social and physical well-being so they may actively contribute to the local and global community in a child safe environment free
from all forms of discrimination. All members of the school community will value, and REACH to be: Resilient, Energetic, Accountable, Caring and Honest.

PRICIPAL PREAMBLE by Sharon Walker
Here we are in the last few days of 2018.
I would like to thank the following people
for their contributions to Dixons Creek
Primary School this year.
School Council is a vital mechanism for
school leadership and accountability.
Last Monday night we farewelled Mr
Mark Hull as an outgoing president. Mark
has led this council with such passion
and hard work. He is a quiet leader who
has empathyfor others; is considered
with his deliberations and decisions,
inclusive in his actions; understands the
complexities of staffing in schools and
treats everyone with respect and caring.
I personally feel very fortunate to have
had Mark as president for so much of my
time as principal of this school.
I also thank Jane Toop for her time
serving School Council from March
2012. Jane has seen the school through
its highest historical student enrolment of
106 in 2013 through to the present. Jane
is also a quiet achiever whose kindness
to staff will never be forgotten. Jane has
always been quick to bake a slice, send
chocolates or express kind words in a
card to the staff at the start and close of
each and every school term. Bless you
Jane!
Without our Parent Club we would not
have raised so many funds to spend on
things such as our school gazebo,
kitchen garden, library, paving etc.
Thank you to Cindy and Kristine for their
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leadership of this vital
group.
Thank you to the parent community for
your support of the staff this year.
Schools can be tough places for staff
without the support of the school
community. We have certainly been
blessed this year with families that have
empathy for our work.
On behalf of all our 2018 staff, I thank
the children for their respectful
behaviour; motivation to succeed; caring
for each other and the staff who assist
them. You have been awesome! We
particularly acknowledge our Year 6
students who will leave us this year to
start on their next educational journey to
adulthood.
I personally would like to thank my staff.
So much has been achieved this year
with the Firestick Project; State Schools
Spectacular; the school Production—
’Gerald the Giraffe;’ outstanding student
placing in sporting events; high opinion
survey and student achievement results;
comprehensive ‘Sports in Schools’
program; ‘Respectful Relationships’
program start; swimming program and
camping program for the Year 3-6
children.
Thank you to everyone for your kind
words on my retirement and
congratulations again to our provisional
principal, Mrs Barbara Darling.
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BEING A STAR FOR THE NIGHT IS GREAT FOR MENTAL HEALTH!

All parents who
wish to attend
school
excursions,
camps, cooking,
swimming,
parent choice
sporting drivers
and any other
volunteer work
not directly
undertaken with
a supervising
teacher in the
room, must
have a ‘Working
With Children’
certificate
(WWC) from
January 2018.

PAPER NEEDED
Does anyone have a
source of used A4
paper? We often use
this paper in the
classrooms as scrap
paper or to
photocopy
worksheets onto. Just
drop the paper into
the school office.
Thank you to those
who have!
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PARENTS PHOTOGRAPHING CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS OR ON EXCURSIONS
Please remember that parents do not have the right to photograph other people’s children
without permission from their parent. Some of our families have not given permission for
their children to be photographed other than for the class photos.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
The school office will be open from 8.45 to 9.15am each day. The door will be then be locked to enable Kerrie
to concentrate on her administration duties. The office will again open at 3.15pm each afternoon except for
Wednesdays—Kerrie’s half day. Please remember to use the ‘note return box’ for most form returns.

ART ROOM NEWS
On Monday the 10th of December, the 5/6 students were treated to a visit from Stacey Nicholls. Along with being one of our parents, Stacey is a graphic designer. She spoke to the children about what her job involves and brought in some examples of the
design work she has done using specific computer design programs. It has been my intention through visits to school by Elisabeth
and now Stacey, to give students some idea of where art may take them in the future if they choose to pursue a career in this area.
Both Stacey and Elisabeth were largely influenced in their love of art, by family and friends and it was then nurtured and encouraged throughout their schooling. They also enjoy art in their leisure time and use it to help them relax and unwind. Interestingly,
they would both love to make a living from their art and pursue it on full time basis. I would like to thank Stacey for her visit and
for provided a drawing activity for the children. The felting, which Elisabeth began with the students, is now on display in the
office.
I have really enjoyed teaching your students in the art room this year and I would like to wish you all a jolly
festive season surrounded by
family and friends.

FAMILY DAY CARE 2019
Family Cay Care will again be available in 2019 with Gina Porter from ‘Little Hands and Feet.’ Gina is
an experienced educator with Murrindindi Shire. She works from her home in Yarra Glen which
provides a safe secure play area. Gina also has children from other local schools after school hours.
We encourage families to enrol with the shire so you can take advantage of this service. Gina cannot
accept children without this form. Families can then apply for a Centrelink rebate for childcare. Gina
charges $11.50 per hour and then there is a rebate.
Currently our staff take children down to Gina in Yarra Glen at around 4pm each day. Children under
8 years of age need a booster seat provided.

